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gripping motion picture. 





A special request to the friends of 
Christ’s Mission, particularly in the New 
York area, is being made. The growing 
ministry of Christ’s Mission has made the 
following need urgent and we bring it 
to you now for prayer and consideration. 

Many months of seeking, study and 
praying, have burdened our hearts to find 
a more complete method of assisting the 
men who leave the priesthood. When 
they leave the Church, their own spiritual 
convictions have often vanished, all se- 
curity is gone and they are completely on 
their own with only a very dismal and 
insecure future before them. We need to 
give them the help necessary to make the 
tremendous adjustment into useful service 
for God or into practical secular work. 
A new committee of men, leaders in 
their field, has been set up, new staff per- 
sonnel have been added and we are ready 
to go into the project on a full scale 
basis. 

However, in order to bring this plan 
into full fruition, one of the necessary 
items is a headquarters building with easy 
accessibility to a reasonably large city 
(perhaps within 75 miles of the metro- 
politan area) to service the East Coast. 
It should be a farm, an estate, or a large 
home with some wooded area, room for 
a small garden, a workshop and other 
activities that would give the men worth- 
while physical exercise; a place where 
they can find the spiritual help that they 
need, where real men of God can work 
with them and lead them to a true reali- 
zation of Christ as the maip necessity of 


“MENACING SHADOWS” is not a controversial film—the carefully 
documented facts it presents cannot be disputed! You owe it to yourself 
—your own future—the future of America’s children—to see this 


THE STORY IS UNBIASED! 


Creeping over America like an ominous cloud .. . 
Threatening our liberty, our happiness, our future are 


‘MENACING SHADOWS” 


One of the most important films you will ever see! 


A true, documented motion picture account of what 
is going on behind the scenes in your nation, your 
state — perhaps in your own home town! 


THE TRUTH IS SHOCKING! 





Film Department CHRIST’S MISSION, Inc., 27 E. 22nd St., N. Y. 10, N.Y. 
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Plan How... 
CHRIST'S MISSION 


2nd Annual Banquet 


Friday, Oct. 21, 1955 
6:30 P. M. 


Speaker 
Dr. Walter M. Montano 
Soloist 
Anton Marco 
Ex-Priest Panel 


Premiere of 
“MENACING SHADOWS" 


George Washington Hotel 
23 Lexington Ave., cor. 23rd St. 
New York City 


COST $3.75 Send for your ticket now! 

















their lives; and where they can be fully 
adjusted to the freedom that is in Christ. 

This would be the preliminary stage— 
to provide proper care for them until 
they are able to make the decision as to 











Be sure to show “MENACING SHADOWS" 
in your church. Write today for booking. 






their chosen field of endeavor. The build- 
ing should have room enough for a li- 
brary, conference rooms, small bedrooms, 
a large dining room and some kind of 
indoor recreation room if possible. The 
arrangement should be such that would 
allow the men privacy when they desire 
it and still give them the company and 
fellowship that living with others should 
afford. It should be accessible to local 
Bible-believing churches where they can 
attend and meet Christians from all walks 
of life. 

We feel that just now the time is right 
and that our wonderful Lord has such a 
place for us. You can help us find it. 
Perhaps you know of someone owning 
property such as this who would be will- 
ing to give it to the Lord for such ser- 
vice, or who would rent or sell it reason- 
ably. There will be other needs later but 
now we are looking only for the property 
and building or buildings. We need the 
constant prayer support of each one that 
the Lord may lead in directing us to find 
the place that will best meet the needs in 
the lives of these former priests; that they 
will find the stability, ease of adjustment 
and training necessary to give them 
strength and courage to go out to be true 
servants of our one and only Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. 

Please write us immediately if you 
know of any such place or person. 


Walter M. Montafio 
Curist’s Mission 
27 East 22ND STREET 


Dept. P New York 10, N. Y. 










Civil Liberties 


In December, 1952, the Ford Foun- 
- ‘dation launched a $15,000,000 Fund 
for the Republic “to advance under- 
standing of civil liberties”. in the 
‘ United States. Now . . . Robert M. 
Hutchins, president of the fund, has 
‘issued the first report. . 
“The test of -civil liberties, whatever 
Hutchins’ special view may: be, lies 
not in “the atmosphere” but in the 
working of the apparatus of govern- 
ment whose function it is to guarantee 
those special rights to individuals pro- 
_ . vided in the Constitution. It is cer- 
’ tainly a part of the function that in- 
terested citizens jealously guard civil 
‘liberties and point out instances in 
which they. have been abrogated or 
molested . 

The Constitstion says nothing about 
social pressures because the Constitu- ~ 
tion is not concerned with social pres- 
sures. When conscientious conformity 
is brought about by force or law or 
violence, then constitutional guaran-- 
tees are, violated. and there are ample 
means to punish or enforce. : 

The guarantees of freedom of 
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REAL SALVATION 


I do not know if I had related to you 
about one lady here who had been 
recently converted from Romanism to 
our Evangelical faith. When she had 
given her faith to Christ, after a few 
months, the Roman Catholic priest 
came to her home, and without even so 
much as talking, she was slapped by 
him. What a Christianity! But with 
the love of Jesus that had been im- 
planted in her heart, she asked this 
priest, her former spiritual father so- 
called, to come up to her house. The 
priest went up still uttering such 
words that a Christian would dare not 
say. When she was asked why she left 
the Roman Church, she answered bold- 
ly, “This is the faith that I have found 
that has made me happy.” After 
which she again was called Devil and 
other names but she kept her patience 
rather than hatred. The priest having 
seen her faith could do nothing but 
leave the house still uttering words 
against her. 

We are happy now with this lady, 
who had shown love rather than re- 
venge. She now has in her possession 
some of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
magazines which she reads and shares 
with friends. C.M.L., Jr., Philippines 


MUST OBTAIN C.C.M. 


I was educated in a convent for 
eight years. I was going to be a Catho- 
lic when I was 21 years of age but I 
thank God that I found the true light 
before that. 

Please let me know the price of a 
year’s subscription to your magazine 
as I must have it and I will pass it 
on to others when I have done reading 
a Mrs. C. McN., West Australia 
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OUR AIM 


Not only has your publication im- 
proved in appearance, but also in its 
effectiveness as an evangelistic effort. 

A.W.., Illinois 


ANOTHER CONVERT 


For the past several years I have 
been a believer in Christ, formerly 
being a Roman Catholic. Just recently 
one of my friends gave me a copy of 
your magazine CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
and I have enjoyed reading it. 

Mr. A.H., Nebraska 


RENDERING SERVICE 


I can appreciate the work that you 
are rendering both to Americans as 
well as Christians and by Christians I 
include only those who have faith in 
Christ and His redemption, the for- 


giveness of sins. 
K.K., Rhode Island 


REJOICE AND PRAY 


We have one Catholic friend who is 
almost persuaded to come out from the 
Catholic Church just through talking 
to her and through reading the three 
free issues of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
magazine. Mr. B.P., North Carolina 


NEW C.C.M. APPRECIATED 


We think the new large magazine is 
just fine and the fact that it is now 
being mailed out openly (not under 
separate cover) is a great step for- 
ward. May the Lord bless the work 
and may lots of Catholic people see the 
light, is my prayer. 

Mrs, A.B.S., Texas 


SAVE ON 3 YEAR SUB. 


Have been enjoying your magazine, 
the CONVERTED CATHOLIC through the 
kindness of your heart and am happy 
to enclose this personal check in the 
amount of five dollars for a three year 
subscription. 

May God continue to guide your 
efforts to demonstrate the powerful 
truths of His Word that the eyes of 
Romanists might be opened, souls won 
to the Lord Jesus Christ and His re- 
turn hastened. R.F.B., New Jersey 


ONE IN CHRIST 


I myself was a Greek Catholic and 
my husband was a Roman Catholic. I 
thank and praise the Lord that we are 
both saved and have the assurance of 
salvation. God’s Word tells us so in 
I John 15:11-12, and it is by His grace 
we are saved and not by any of our 
good works. We are one in Christ now 
and before we were saved it seemed 
our home was divided but Christ 
changed everything. Praise His name. 

Mrs. F.R., New Jersey 
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DEFENDER OF THE FAITH 
OF THE FOUNDING FATHERS 


I have been concerned for the 
ity of our U.S.A. for a long t 
the two forces destructive o 
cratic government, Communism 
man Catholicism, I fear Roy 
more. I wish I could help ¢ 
but since I am an old retired 
terian clergyman, living on a j 
my assistance must be limited, 

It seems strange that Prote 
insists on practicing a toleran 
is a betrayal of the principles, 
and sacrifices of our Reform 
thers, and our Founding Father 
members of my adult Bible 
test against my comparison of 
doctrine and the clear teaching 
New Testament. 4 

With fervent prayer for 
cess in interesting men of 
adopt and defend the patric 
which our liberty was founde 


anaes F.S.S. Empire, Gn 


























EX-CATHOLIC APPRECIATES PROBLEMS 


Having once been a Catholic, I a 
appreciate the magnitude of your t 
in trying to enlighten the ave 
Catholic on the falsity, deviousness, 
smug, arrogant hypocrisy of the 
man Church’s leaders. 

May God prosper you and help 
in your battle for truth, light and 
vation of misguided souls. 

Dr. J.W.H., Columbia City, Indi \ 
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GRATEFUL RECIPIENT 


I received your magazine for 
months from someone and want you 
know I really thought it was wonderf 
Some of my dearest friends 
out my lifetime have been Catho 
and I’ve found that they are not 
sented the true plan of Salvation. 

Mrs. R.R., Weslaco, T. 


GREATEST PUBLICATION 


I have just received a copy of 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine, 
lished in 1955, and I am very 
pleased to have it. I think it is 
greatest publication in my time, 
I will do all in my power to help. 
need lots of good books on the subj 
I will be in touch with you from 
on. More power to your great org 
zation. 

I am enclosing money order for $ 
Please place my name on the mailif 
list for the magazine. 

J.B.B., Birmingham, A 


INSPIRATION TO WITNESS 


Once again I am thanking you 
Christ’s Mission for sending me 
tinuously the CONVERTED CA 
magazine as it inspires Mrs. —— 
me to witness to our Roman 
friends and to inform our chureh 
ple of the growing power of i 
Catholicism. as 

J.B., Negros Oce, Phili 
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ar LIGHTS AND SHADOWS 
} IN HOLLYWOOD 
“Assassination is the extreme form of censorship.” 
_ —G. B. Shaw 













Indi At DO PROTESTANTS really know about Holly- 
wood and its inner workings? So much is 
aid and heard about Hollywood motion pictures, 
so little is done to correct the anomalies of the 
mustry and stop the pernicious influence of some 
its merchandise. 
With a few exceptions the Protestant voice has 
it been articulate and if heard at all has been ex- 
messed mostly in the negative. Condemnation of 
ral corrosion in Hollywood is in order, but those 
tmdemnations will have strength and force only 
#vhen we can offer the cure. 
Because of the unique position of the CON- 
ED CATHOLIC magazine, a large segment of the 
it is @Protestant world values its opinions and looks to it 












ime, editorial guidance. Readers from various de- 
minations, and even non-religious people, have 
rom mgviuested opinions on current issues of national 
t orgamad international significance. More than once we 


ave called the attention of American Protestant- 
ito the need of a united, authoritative voice in 
iolywood to speak where it may be heard and its 
tents heeded. 


for $i 


> 
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\\/E DEPLORE THE FACT that Hollywood’s policy 
in matters of censorship has been largely en- 
iieered by the Roman Catholic hierarchy, to 
ise powerful influence producers and directors 
bowed and yielded even at the risk of sacri- 
ureh the code of fair play. We lament the instan- 
f Kowies when these producers have allowed Protestants 
pitippig heir films to suffer humiliation, while the Ro- 


you 
me ¢ 


CaTE 





—— 


CTOBER, 1955 


AZi 





EDITORIAL 


WALTER M: MONTANO 


man Catholic Church has been exalted to glorifica- 
tion. 

But mere protests will avail little. What ac- 
tually do we offer to Hollywood in place of what 
we condemn? What constructive suggestions do we 
make? What definite code do we prescribe? What 
organized force do we present as a challenge to the 
Roman Catholic Legion of Decency? 

In this case, reaction without real action is as 
futile as an echo, for lamentations do not always 
touch’ a responsive chord or bring desired results. 
As matters stand, the Roman Catholic Church evi- 
dently has Hollywood by the handle, through the 
instrumentality of the Legion of Decency, charac- 
terized by Time magazine as “the nation’s most 
powerful box-office pressure group.” 


THE LEGION OF DECENCY 


The Legion has been in operation for years, 
not only as arbiter of Hollywood’s morals but also 
as propaganda agent for the Vatican, censoring 
and banning films with matter “offensive” to Ro- 
man Catholics and endorsing and high-rating films 
favorable to Roman Catholic interests. 

But the Legion is not the only Roman Catholic 
agent in Hollywood. The Production Code itself, 
which was ratified in 1930 by the Motion Picture 
Producers and Distributors of America, was drawn 
up by a Jesuit, the Rev. Daniel A. Lord, recently 
deceased. 

Thus, from within and without, Hollywood is 
subject to the Roman hierarchy’s influence. Little 
wonder that so many propaganda films glorifying 
priests and prelates and nuns have issued from 
Hollywood in recent years. Only the producers 
themselves know how many films favorable to 
Protestantism or unsavory to Roman Catholicism 
have failed to mature into full-fledged productions 
during this same period. 


EORGE BERNARD SHAW himself, with all his fame 
and ability, fell under the ax of censorship 
and recognized it for what it was when he wrote, 
some twenty years ago, that the Hays organization 
and Catholic Action were responsible for prohib- 
iting the making of his picture St..Joan. “It has 
no legal authority to enforce its vetoes,” he wrote, 
in a letter to the New-York Times (Sept. 14, 1936). 
“Yet it has brought all the Hollywood financiers 
and corporations to their knees . . . I make all this 
public because I believe that ‘very few inhabitants 
of the United States, Catholic or Protestant, lay or 
secular, have the least suspicion that an irrespon- 
sible Catholic society has assumed public control of 
their artistic recreations.” 

Later he stated: “All I know is that the film 
business in America is in the grip of a Catholic 
censorship strong enough to intimidate an English 
producer into submitting a play for its approval... 
I was stopped but I could not tell exactly what 
stopped me. I was like a man run over by an auto- 
mobile without a number. I could decipher nothing 
but the words ‘Azione Cattolica’ ... When I raised 
a hue and cry in the United States I was assured 
I had not been run over at all and was only trying 
to advertise myself; that there was no such thing 
as a Catholic Action; that the Catholic Action cen- 
sorial arm in the United States was the Légion of 
Decency.” 


Oddly enough, the Production Code, onee en- 
forced by “Czarevitch” Joseph I. Breen, a Catho- 
lic, has caused a widening of the breach between 
itself and the Legion of Decency by recently re- 
laxing its taboos. The Rev. Thomas F. Little, 
speaking on behalf of the Legion, of which he is 
executive secretary, charged that producers “as a 
matter of deliberate policy have been contracting 
for a considerable amount of literary material 
which is gravely offensive to the moral law... 
with the apparent acquiescence of the Production 
Code Authority to the appearance of such material 
in released pictures.” (Time, May 30, 1955) 

Father Little pointed out that in six months 
seventy-eight pictures had been rated objection- 
able, a classification that is virtually a ban to many 
theaters pledged to uphold “morals” and “decency,” 
according to the Legion’s definition. Legion ratings 
are divided as follows: Al, general patronage; A2, 
adults; B, morally objectionable in part, and C, 
eondemned. To Catholics who take the pledge, B 
means “should not see” and C means “may not 
see.” Thus censorship is extended to both buyer 
and seller. 


GFVERAL MONTHS AGO the cleavage between the 

Production Code Authority and the Legion be- 
came quite acute. On the eve of a Senate sub- 
committee investigation into morals issues in Hol- 
lywood films, the Screen Directors’ Guild resolved 
to resist any form of civic, economic, or religious 
censorship of motion pictures and to reaffirm its 
endorsement of the Production Code Administra- 
tion. 
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_...According to one executive, referring ; 





Then Variety, trade paper, featured al 
about the Legion’s victory: “Studios Now te 
just’ Films.” Orders are to “get along with F 
Little,” the article declared, going on to 
amples of submission in individual films: 










Production Code which of course is adminis 
by the studios themselves: “If the studios cor 
to listen to the legion this way, we aren't § 0} 
have one code but two!” ‘a = 

The result in Hollywood is confus 
pounded. The Roman Church with its } 
in key places and its loud, authoritativas 
quietly availing itself of every opportunity’ e 
agate the faith while ostensibly dictatin z 
wood’s moral code. Meanwhile, by legislat 
the merit of individual films, it carefully & 
the box office. The set-up is virtually fools 
to the chagrin of at-least some Holly 
ducers, who would prefer to exercise thei 
authority and control. 


HOLLYWOOD AND THE BIBLE 


Apart from the virtues, real or imagined, of 
Rome’s censorship of immorality in Hollywooi, 
what are Protestants doing to counteract the dan} 4 
gerous influence of Rome’s control of production inj j 
general and the box office in particular? Does Prot 
estantism have anything to offer Hollywood inal y 
constructive way? Or does it function merely aga im 
dyspeptic critic? pr 

The Christian Herald for July of this year con ¢, 
tained an article condemning Hollywood’s pery 
sion of Bible stories. In the course of the arti 
Mr. Cecil B. DeMille’s name was mentioned 
favorably. [See Open Forum.] Whether Mr. J. 
Furnas, author of the article, had seen all the film 
he mentioned, we do not know, but he certainly h 
a right to express his opinion. 

However, what is lamentable is the fact tl 
Christian Herald has produced confusion in t 
minds of its readers by praising Mr. DeMille 
the one hand, as it had done previously, and co 
demning him on the other, through the views of 
contributing author. Undoubtedly there have be 
cases—numerous cases, to judge by the advert 
ing—where the stories and characters of the B 
have been distorted by unscrupulous producer 
whose primary interest is to exploit human pass 
for material gain. Somehow, we are reluctant 
place Mr. DeMille in this category. 
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NUMBER OF YEARS AGO we were invited to 8 

the showing of DeMille’s first production 
“The Ten Commandments.” It would be an injl 
tice to the producers and to our conscience if 
did not acknowledge the deep impression that @ 
film left in our mind. 

The first time we met Mr. DeMille was at t 
banquet of the Freedom’s Foundation, whit} 
awarded him, along with other prominent Am 
can citizens and the Editor of this magazine, Wi, 
the George Washington Medal of Honor for 


SS er lhUrwB OCLs .S. eS Ss Beebsceeoiisese = 






























































. , De. Raymond Lindquist, minister of the Hollywood First Presby- 
wi wien Church, and Dr. Lloyd D. Foster, minister of Old First 
~* 4 Gurch, Newark, N. J., are welcomed by Cecil B. DeMille to the 
w of his VistaVision production of “The Ten Commandments.” 
The occasion was during the meeting in the film city this past 

summer of the Presbyterian General Assembly. 






d, of 
wood, 

dat-ljefense of freedom. At that time we were con- 
oni} frmed in our original estimate of Mr. DeMille. 
Prot} There are those who preach by word, and those 
int}who preach by deed, and those who preach by 
| 884) putting their talents into motion. To judge by two 
productions only—“King of Kings” and “The Ten 
t Coli (ommandments”—we believe that Mr. DeMille 
rver-i has a vital answer to some of the sectarian propa- 
irtickl ganda purveyed by those who bend the knee to 
d UWhthe Legion of Decency. Motivated by an early love 
. J. Ghof the Bible, inculecated in him by his father’s 
> MMS dramatic reading of the Scriptures, he has sought 
ly hail ip share these same thrilling experiences with an 
udience starved for truth and beauty in their 




















t ia4 fim-fare. His own account is most revealing: 
in ne 
a HEN ASKED what it was that turned my mind 


toward the making of great Biblical motion 


8 Of Mnictures, I traced back through the years to find 


e (he influence that first awakened my mind to the 
vert) piritual power of Biblical scenes. 
on “As a boy, I used to sit on the arm of a big 


lather chair every evening as my father read two 
thapters of the Bible, one from the Old Testament 
ud one from the New. 

“My father had been a writer of note in his day. 
to He read anything well, but he especially liked to 
. _altad the Bible. He made the words come alive; 
tion ithe characters moved and breathed. It seemed to 


2 I] 


tant 





; Pe she touched the beauty and drama in every story, 
a pind our eyes glistened with excitement or were 








Wet with tears... 

“Ihave no doubt that my father’s vivid reading 
Biblical stories planted in my impressionable 
md a reverence for the Bible, perhaps even a 
tse of its dramatic values, which in subsequent 
years was to turn me to the Great Book for themes 
thrill audiences.” 
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“HAT Mr. DEMILLE has succeeded in his ambitions 
is attested by the fact that “King of Kings” 
has been shown continuously for a quarter of a 
century and has been seen by—according to his 
own figures—upwards of 700,000,000 people. The 
fact. that his Biblical films have produced extra- 
ordinary financial gains is just a further proof that 
people are willing to pay for elevating as well as— 
and perhaps even more than—degrading movies. 
We of course cannot yet judge the merits of the 
latest production of “The Ten Commandments,” 
but neither can we help admiring Mr. DeMille for 
his courage in using Biblical themes for his films 
and for his frankness in admitting his own rever- 
ence for the Bible. Such an.attitude, if carefully 
maintained, can enable him to counteract the in- 
fluence of those producers who seek in the Scrip- 
tures only sex—for box office appeal—or sectarian- 


ism—for propaganda appeal. = 


CUSTODIANS, NOT CENSORS 


But while Mr. DeMille has been guided by high- 
er motives and a mora] background that molded his 
conscience, the big problem of what to do to defend 
the sacred trust of the Bible is still at stake. 
Though the Bible belongs to mankind as a whole, 
yet only those who uphold all its teachings are 
qualified as custodians and administrators of Sa- 
cred Writ. It is logical then that such individuals 
should exercise the power of controlling the use 
and stopping the misuse of the Bible. 

We do not advocate censorship, but we would 
certainly be disregarding our mission to guide the 
morals of the community if we remained aloof to 
the problem of Hollywood motion picture produc- 
tions. Just as in matters of history, art, science, 
and literature there are custodians for these respec- 
tive fields, so the Protestant world must safeguard 
the two things that make mankind walk straight— 
morals and the Bible. And even morals, after all, 
derive their code from the Bible. 

The Roman Catholic Church, according to its 
own established doctrine, does not regard the Bible 
in the same way that Protestants do as the sole 
standard of morals. Consequently, Roman Catho- 
lics, unlike Protestants, are not qualified to be cus- 
todians of faith and morals. 


[Js CONCLUSION, the representatives of total Prot- 

estantism in America should have the voice in 
elevating Hollywood’s moral standards. We per- 
sonally advocate that all Protestant denominations 
organize their own executive committee, not of 
censorship or of propaganda, but of guidance in 
the vital field of faith and morals. 

May the day sometime arrive—and that soon— 
when Hollywood will be free from the domination 
of a powerful sectarian organization seeking its 
own devious ends and will abide by a higher code: 
“So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be 
judged by the law of liberty.” (James 2:12) 


My soul, sit thou a patient loo 
Judge not the play before the 


is done: 3 
Her plot hath many changes; even 
day % 
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Speaks a new scene; the last og 
crowns the play. 


— Francis Quariss 


Who is this man who dares 
to challenge Rome’s suprem-| hate 
acy? Is he a great emancipato - 
or a greedy opportunist? Is hel jut 
hero or villain? Time has the 


‘ can 
most conclusive answers, but dl nor 
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PERON, 


the Wavering Hero 


ERON THE SAINT! Peron the 

devil! Peron the democrat! 
Peron the Fascist! Peron the peo- 
ple’s man! Peron the dictator! 

These are some of the contrast- 
ing classifications under which 
the president of Argentina has 
been catalogued. The fact that 
many observers of international 
affairs have been unable to deter- 
mine as yet which way he is lean- 
ing and even students of church 
history and interpreters of cur- 
rent political-ecclesiastical events 
are loath to predict his probable 
course is evidence enough that 
the influence and activities of 
Juan Domingo Peron cover wide 
ground and are not easily pigeon- 
holed. 

Most of the various events that 
have taken place in Argentina 
during the past year are no longer 
news. However, observers gener- 
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by W. M. Montano, Ph. D. 


ally agree that Argentina has set 
the stage for drama of the first 
order. While there is confusion 
in the minds of some as to who is 
the hero and who the villain, 
there remains no doubt about the 
identity of the principal charac- 
ters, as almost every headline for 
the past year has attested by 
matching Peron and the Roman 
Catholic Church against each 
other. 

The Roman Church has deliber- 
ately painted the actions of the 
Peronist government as being di- 
rectly aimed at their own destruc- 
tion. This assertion they back up 
with an array of evidence that in 
reality is self-incriminating. Time 
magazine (June 27, 1955) 
summed it up neatly: 

“Peron’s police have arrested 
scores of priests and hundreds of 
Catholic laymen for showing ‘dis- 
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look at the past and an ana 
sis of the present can 
some fruitful observations. 


respect,’ distributing Cathol 
reading matter or taking parti 
Catholic demonstrations. His Ce 
gress has passed measures th 
1) legalize divorce, 2) forbid ¢ 


door religious gatherings, 3 


banish religious instruction frd 
public schools, 4) wipe out # 
tax exemptions of religious 1 
stitutions, 5) call for election of 
national assembly to cut away & 
constitution’s provisions linki 
the government and the Cathal 
Church.” 
On the other hand, the Romi 
Church cannot deny its own ¢ 
pability. Observers claim thatt 
hierarchy in Argentina has 
mented revolts against the g 
ernment, has attempted to org 
ize and maneuver its own pol 
cal party (Christian Democra 
as in European countries), i 
attempted to infiltrate the org 
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jred labor movement, and has en- 
guraged espionage and treason 
against the government. It was 
aly when Roman Catholic oppo- 
sition to the government program 
began to crystallize a year ago 
that Peron seized the initiative by 
jailing twenty-one priests, claim- 
ing that high-ranking prelates 
with him that priests 
should keep out of politics. 




















THE BATTLE FOR FREEDOM 


To the historian the whole pic- 
ture takes on a clearer perspec- 
tive. The history of Argentina 
has been the history of liberation 
from the yoke of Spain and the 
Roman Catholic Church—a grad- 
wl war of independence. Because 
af the jealousy of the Roman 
Church for its own supremacy, 
the liberator San Martin was 
m-} hated by the clergy with as much 
tor) fervor as they hated another Mar- 

tin of another era, the German 
he} Luther. However, the hiatus be- 
the ween the country and the Vati- 

tan was So pronounced that for 
tél more than half a century, until 
Peron’s election in 1946, Argen- 
tina did not even have diplomatic 
rations with the Holy See. 

It was in 1884 that the famous 
law was passed banning religion 
in government schools. This de- 
tision in favor of secular educa- 
tion, while inimical to the estab- 
lished policy of the hierarchy 
which has always wanted more 
than mere permission to establish 
its own schools, was nevertheless 
along step forward and had a 
far-reaching influence. 







































TASTE OF FREEDOM was 
Sweet and not easily surren- 
dered. For over half a century 
the wall of separation held. Al- 
together it took sixty years for 
the Roman Church to gain its ob- 

jective, for it was not until 1943 
‘;uat an undocumented but de 
facto agreement was reached be- 
tween the hierarchy and the state 
‘amth regard to religious educa- 
jun. While the teaching of (Ro- 
4 Man Catholic) religion in govern- 
4f Ment schools was strongly con- 
“J ested and opposed by the teach- 
“1% themselves, the Catholic 
h had gained a firm foot- 
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hold, and by 1946 Congress, un- 
der the aegis of Peron, gave the 
reversal its final stamp of ap- 
proval. 

The Vatican meanwhile looked 
on with smug approval. After the 
requirement of religious instruc- 
tion was proclaimed, Pope Pius 
sent a message to Peron: “We are 
pleased by this recognition of the 
rights of the church in the field 
of Christian education.” 


Peron knew the Roman Church 
for what it was, a closely-knit, 
self-seeking political institution. 
He also knew the extent of its 
organization: two cardinals, sev- 
en archbishops, fourteen bishops, 
eight thousand priests, and six- 
teen thousand nuns. But Peron 
was ambitious, and the Roman 
Church had what he needed for 
the success of his ambitions— 
power. In consequence, the early 
years of his government extended 
favoritism of all kinds to the 
Catholic Church. 


The clergy assumed an impor- 
tant role as various government 
institutions, including public 
transportation, were provided 
with “ecclesiastical advisers,” in 
effect being handed over to the 
Church. The Eva Peron Founda- 
tion had as its head Father Her- 
nan Benitez, an outspoken advo- 
cate of Franco’s Fascism in Ar- 
gentina. At one time, Minister of 
Interior Angel Borlenghi (recent- 
ly ousted) noted in his proposed 
budget for 1949 an item of 100,- 
000 pesos for “ecclesiastical ex- 
penses.” 


Peron himself endorsed and ac- 
tively supported the functions of 
the Catholic Church. Religious 
parades throughout the streets of 
Buenos Aires were a common 
sight during certain religious fes- 
tivals, and government officials 
even participated in them. An Ar- 
gentine newspaper at that time 
editorialized that “the advance 
and penetration of clericalism is 
very noticeable. In each ward of 
whatever city, churches have at 
their disposal all possible means 
of propaganda. For the clergy, 
there are no ordinances which are 
binding. Modern 
disturb the neighborhood with 
hymns, slogans, sermons.” 


loudspeakers’ 





THE VATICAN VOTES 
FOR PERON 


The honeymoon was profitable. 
In exchange for services ren- 
dered, Peron received support 
during election periods, as priests 
and dignitaries of the hierarchy 
openly campaigned for his re- 
election. He was hailed as the 
Christian leader, and his political 
“justicialism” was the Christian 
alternative to Communism and 
capitalism. He received not only 
clerical support but also high 
decorations from the Pope him- 
self. His equally ambitious wife 
was made ambassador-at-large, 
especially to the Vatican, and was 
likewise given extraordinary hon- 
ors and tributes by the Pope. 

But the ecclesiastical support 
was not without its price. The 
Roman Church in turn was gain- 
ing steadily in prestige and pow- 
er and wasted no opportunity to 
assert its authority in cases where 
it was advantageous to do so. 
It was a case of you-scratch-my- 
back - and - I’ll - tickle - your- 
chin. Peron was for the Church, 
and the Church was for Peron. 
In effect, in the period from 1946 
to 1952, the Roman Church, along 
with the Army, remained the 
power behind the throne. It was 
not until Eva Peron’s death in 
1952 that church-state relations 
took a turn for the worse. 

For how long Peron could keep 
the Roman Catholic Church in a 
favored position was a question 
that the democratic, liberal, and 
anti-clerical elements of Argen- 
tina raised. It was time for the 
Argentine dictator to realize that 
his excessive favoritism was be- 
ginning to build up antagonistic 
sentiment toward him—and it 
was no secret that Peron intended 
to remain in power as long as he 
could contrive to do so. 

Around 1950 the seemingly 
isolated clashes gathered form, 
and the dispute for control of 
power began to rise to the sur- 
face. Was the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy or Peron to be supreme 
in Argentina? 


THE VATICAN SEES NO EVIL 


It is worth noting that in her 
hunger for power the Roman 
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Church had remained silent when 
anti-democratic actions on the 
part of the fledgling regime made 
the Argentine people suffer. An- 
ticipating the day when she would 
establish a little Vatican in Ar- 
gentina, she had said nothing 
when liberties were curtailed and 
the opposition was silenced. It is 
worth noting, too, that as the Ro- 
man Church gained in power, 
Protestant persecution increased, 
and onerous restrictions were 
placed on’ Protestant liberties. 
This is an important point, be- 
cause in recent months the Amer- 
ican press has been emphasizing 
fhe “persecution” of the Roman 
‘Catholic Church in Argentina (at 


-the same time, we might add, ig-- 


noring the persecution of Protes- 
tants in Colombia). 


_.-One column remains a notable 
exception. In the Chicago Daily 
News for June 10, 1955, Edwin 
A. Lahey wrote: “Church leaders 
were silent when Peron destroyed 
the free trade unions in Argen- 
tina and set up his own house- 
broken organization of workers 
called the CGT. 


“The church even accepted the 
ruling of Peron’s minister of edu- 
cation that a heavy percentage of 
the material in school textbooks 
had to be dedicated to the person- 
al praise of Peron and his works. 
Textbooks and primary grade 
readers in the Argentina Catholic 
schools are almost as sticky with 
Peronist propaganda as the pub- 
lic school textbooks. 


“One of the anti-Peron people I 
encountered was a former teach- 
er, who had quit his job in the 
public schools because he couldn’t 
take the Peronism that went with 
the teaching. This man is a ‘nom- 
inal’ Catholic, as distinguished 
from a ‘practical’ Catholic. 


“‘*T hate Peron, but I can’t feel 
too bad about the plight of the 
church,’ he told me. ‘Where were 
Cardinal Copello and the bishops 
when the police were arresting all 
the university students last year? 
They didn’t see anything wrong 
with Peron until Peron started 
attacking the church and arrest- 
ing priests.’ ’’ 
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THE STRANGE INFLUENCE 


The Roman. Catholic Church 
carried to excess, as in other La- 
tin American countries, its disre- 
gard for the civil and political 
rights of the people. But it is 
doubtful if Peron would have act- 
ed against the hierarchy if he had 
not seen in its political maneuver- 
ings a threat to his own power.. 

The scores of priests who were 
jailed by his direct order, the de- 
portation of the two church dig- 
nitaries, the Roman Catholic dem- 
onstrations and parades, the rev- 
olutionary movements fomented 
against the government, the see- 


.saw maneuverings between 


church and state—all are only 
outward manifestations of some- 


‘thing much more formidable in 


the struggle. that Argentina is 
facing. Cardinal Spellman un- 
wittingly gave expression to it re- 
cently when he said, “There must 
be hidden somewhere a strange 
influence.” 

By direction of the Vatican, 
Roman Catholic political parties 
have been organized in various 
countries with a preponderance 
of Catholics, and in accordance 
with this blueprint Argentina was 
not going to be without its own 
Christian-Democratic party con- 
trolled by the hierarchy. 


T°? CHALLENGE the political 

strength of Rome and main- 
tain a balance of power with him- 
self as center, Peron organized 
the CGT (General Confederation 
of Labor) as a front of some six 
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million workers. In addition} 
cultivated the loyalty of the Ap 
my, on which he has had ocecagig 
to depend in recent months 
the Navy organized its re 
That Peron had yg Yr 
taining himself as the undis 
center of power is not cara 
for several reasons. ‘£ 
First, the Roman Cathgl 
Church is never content to s bane , : 
the scepter with any other powers The 
ecclesiastical or political. The fj 1 
that she is often forced to do ggia? 
or to play a subordinate role is te 
simply a matter of ex rey Bir 
and does not reflect her ultimate}! 
designs. : 
Second, the Roman Chureh has 
the advantage of centuries of e.g” 
perience in political tacti¢s and iy pt 
the manipulation of heads | 


-government. a 


Third, time means nothing th. 
an institution that supersedes thel: 
individual. The Roman Churd 
has always taken the long-ra 
view, independent of the itesma 
of its popes or prelates. 

Fourth, the Catholic Chureh ile 
not a local, geographical unit likeli, 
the state of Argentina. Unhamii., 
pered, as it were, by national ¢ 
racial boundary lines, it is vastlyiy, 
more influential than any country}, 
on earth, with the exception @ 
the United States and Russia. 

Fifth, the strength of the } 
man Catholic Church rests on thelfhris 
authority of the pope, to whom imffhris 
fallibility is imputed by virtue Offitie e 
his title and seat. Because of thisfgrap 
undisputed authority over laP 
faithful, who must accept it asa 
matter of belief, the pope has 
tremendous reservoir of subjects} |™ 
on whose loyalty he can depenig Jt 
for support. It is this virtual aga: 
my of subordinates that has 
couraged the Roman pontiffs t 
issue bold statements regardingy@l 
the jurisdiction of the Catholle 
Church such as the recent dee 
ration of the present pope—i 
the sphere of the Church is n@ 
only religious but political. 


CHARGES AND 
COUNTER-CHARGES 


For all its power, the’ Ror : 
Church has on occasion pee 
forced to cede its authority ine 
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m areas, primarily as the re- 
‘Sait of undaunted opposition to 
“Ewlesiastical tyranny, as in the 
“Buse of Martin Luther, or of anti- 
‘Auericalism, as in pre-Revolution- 
“Bey France, or of internal corrup- 
i" as in present-day Italy. But 
smathe eyes of the Vatican every 
"Bach instance is considered only a 
sMemporary setback and simply 

s for a change of tactics. 

, The revolt of Peron in Argen- 
aim is evidently the revolt of the 

» who let the camel’s head in 

tent, only to find himself con- 

ted with the whole camel. If 
Meron’s sole aim is to defend him- 

f and his own authority, how- 

, he is doomed; the Roman 
-sgurch has long since mastered 

technique of conquering the 
) who is slave to himself. 
The most dramatic step against 
ron was the June 16 revolt, led 
ythe Navy and touched off to 
incide with the ban of excom- 
hication issued by the Pope 
inst Peron and his cohorts for 
ir anti-clerical activities. 

As previously noted, the Ameri- 
press has been very quick to 
| the Catholic Church’s pre- 

ament as “persecution.” ‘“Re- 
ds you of Hitler,” says the 

York Daily News. “Out- 
persecution of Catholics,” 
the Rocky Mountain News. 
ind the Los Angeles Times, in 
Mime of its daily cartoons, depicts 
iristianity — Roman Catholic 
ing(ristianity, as symbolized by 
e oliie expropriated cross — being 
nsierapped by Peron along with 
thefla Prensa. 
1S a 


iE INTERPRETATION is hardly 
judicious in view of two fac- 
8: the general pattern of infil- 
mguation and subversion on the 
: m of the Roman Catholic 
inggaurch in countries where it is 
plicgowed a measure of freedom, 
lagi the history of Roman Catho- 
upersecution of minorities, both 
fous and political. A brief 

tok at the facts is in order. 

Oi November 10, 1954, when 
te Peron government first took 
«tion against the Roman Church, 

mamg“@ accusations were specifically 
pesmpaat the clergy was trying to in- 
gy tate labor organizations, inter- 
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fere in politics by forming an an- 
ti-Peron Catholic party, and in 
general work against the regime. 
With regard to the school situa- 
tion, a March 19 report in the 
pro-government newspaper Dem- 
ocracia claimed that Roman Cath- 
olic private schools had “squan- 
dered” 87,000,000 pesos (over 
$6,000,000) a year of government 
subsidies. ; 

The Roman Church of course 
denied that it interfered in poli- 
tics in any way. One Catholic re- 
port claimed that “apostate 
priests [a significant admission !] 
had been paid to attack the hier- 
archy over the radio.” (North 
Carolina Catholic, July 29, 1955) 
Santiago Luis Cardinal Copello, 
prime figure in the Argentinian 
controversy, protested specifically 
against the prohibition of reli- 
gious processions and meetings, 
the encouragement of “dissident 
cults,” the denial of the radio to 
Roman Catholic services, and the 
discharge of civil servants for re- 
ligious motives. 


ECALLING how Protestants in 

Argentina, as in other Roman 
Catholic countries, have been sub- 
jected to ignominy, one is tempted 
to inquire if the “dissident cults” 
are related to the Protestants who 
are being persecuted in Colombia, 
or Spain, or Italy, where the Ro- 
man Church is in complete con- 
trol. In these Catholic countries 
what Protestant church is allowed 
the right of free assembly, free 
access to the radio, and the right 
to civil justice? The question 
could profitably be put to Ameri- 
can editors who are blind to Ro- 
man Catholic abuses of liberty 
and rally to the cry of “Persecu- 
tion!” 

It would be an eye-opener to 
many Americans if they could 
witness Protestant schools, estab- 
lished to teach the principles of 
religious freedom and democracy, 
subjected to Roman Catholic pres- 
sure to teach Roman Catholicism. 
It might even be a distinct shock 
to some Americans to learn that 
many Roman Catholic parents 
send their children to Protestant 
schools in these Latin American 
countries for the very reason that 


they want them to be protected 
from Roman Catholic indoctrina- 
tion and to be nurtured in the 
democratic concept of life. The 
children thus privileged are obvi- 
ously limited by the success of the 
hierarchy’s efforts to outlaw Prot- 
estantism. 


WHAT FUTURE 
FOR ARGENTINA? 


But what of Argentina? What 
is the future of Peron and of the 
Catholic Church in that country? 

The climactic events leading up 
to the June 16 revolt have left in 
their wake no smashing victory or 
defeat, as might have been ex- 
pected, but rather a _ periodic 
dearth of headlines and a string 
of question marks. The denoue- 
ment, far from ringing down the 
curtain in a dramatic climax, has 
produced nothing but a stalemate, 
a period of watchful waiting. 

Certain facts are clear, how- 
ever. The Roman Catholic Church 
is not defeated. If the Navy 
failed to silence Peron in its Plaza 
de Mayo coup, there may be other 
allies who will further the Vati- 
can’s aims. Meanwhile, the hier- 
archy will take full advantage of 
every propaganda weapon at its 
disposal. Unhappily for the Peron 
faction, the nine churches sacked 
in retaliation for the June 16 
bombing are made-to-order sym- 
bols for the anti-Peronists, though 
the government is taking steps to 
rebuild two. 

In the search for more substan- 
tial allies, the Catholic Church is 
not at all averse to laying aside 
lesser enmities in favor of expedi- 
ency and compromise for its own 
ends. The Pope himself set the 
pattern when he declared that if 
it suited his purposes he would 
make an alliance even with the 
devil. According to one observer, 
it is quite possible that the Ro- 
man Church will join with Com- 
munists and atheists in the Radi- 
cal party, because of its opposi- 
tion to Peron. “How the Radicals, 
having spurned and attacked the 
Catholic church for years, are go- 
ing to make common cause with 


_the Catholics now, nobody seems’ 


to be able to explain. 
' “(continued on pagé 12) 








In this period of the devaluated dollar, there is one type of currency 


that has stability and intrinsic worth, but it is the coin of another 


realm, a kingdom not of this world. In this Kingdom, God has riches 


untold for the benefit of His loyal subjects. Among the most valuable is 


The Coin of Faith 


by R. Gordon Short 


MID THE SQUALOR AND GLOOM 

of the slums — so the story 
goes — there once lived an im- 
poverished man who found him- 
self constantly depressed by the 
general atmosphere of decay. 
Day after day, as he viewed the 
crumbling plaster in his airless 
flat, the frayed curtains, the 
collapsing couch, the odd pieces 
of furniture that had all but lost 
their utility; as he viewed 
through his one sooty window 
other tenements as dingy, crowd- 
ed, and cheerless as his own, 
flaunting gray banners on oc- 
casional clotheslines, disgorging 
ragged children with thin faces; 
as he walked down narrow 
streets and viewed the average 
woman, forlorn and despairing, 
and the average man, hollow- 
eyed and expressionless — he 
was compelled to surrender to a 
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way of life that was at once 
hopeless and intolerable. 

In his despondency, he would 
close his eyes and imagine dim- 
ly what it would be like to live in 
a beautiful home surrounded by 
trees and lawns and flowers. He 
thought of carpets, new furni- 
ture, bright wallpaper, broad 
windows, sunshine, food. But 
the dream was always brief, 
shattered by the mere necessity 
of opening his eyes. 

Then one day this man re- 
ceived a letter. It was official, 
typewritten, and to the point. A 
long-forgotten relative had re- 
cently died, leaving him as sole 
heir, and naming him the benefi- 
ciary of a handsome, completely 
furnished home, with surround- 
ing gardens and orchards, and a 
trust fund with which to main- 
tain the property. 
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Utterly incredulous, he re ead 
the letter, the signature, the gah 
tation, the address on the @. 
velope. Absurd, he thoy 
Someone must be playing trigh 
on him. His relative hardly kney 
he existed, much less loved him 
He knew better than to belies 
such good fortune could befg 
him. Why get excited? He wa 
hardly the gullible type. "i 
would pretend he never receivej 
the letter. With a self-satisfigj 
smirk, he tossed it into the fire 

The outcome is obvious. Ap 
ignorant man, who was too eley. 
er to be deceived by such a 
evident joke, continued to chafe 
at the slums, which had been hig 
only habitation for years, and 
never once saw or entered the 
beautiful house of which he wag 
lawful owner. He preferred be 
littling to believing, poverty to 
possession, squalor to security, 
He never possessed his posses. 
sions. 
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“BELIEVE YE THE LORD” 


Among those who hear the 
good news of salvation are many 
who, like the man in the slums, 
refuse to believe. To all the invi- 
tation is given: “Believe ye the 
Lord your God, so shall ye be 
established ; believe His prophets, 
so shall ye prosper.” (II Chron. 
20:30) But to those who will not 
believe, the sad words are .ad- 
dressed, “If you will not believe, 
surely ye shall not be estab 
lished.” (Isa. 7:9) “He that be 
lieveth on Him is not con 
demned,” said John, “but he that 
believeth not is condemned al 
ready, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God.” (John 
3:18) Great significance, then, 
is attached to the mere act of 
believing. The Scriptures abound 
with promises that are fulfilled 
through belief. Let us examine 
the evidence: 

We become sons of God 
through believing: “As many as 
received Him, to them gave He 
power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on His 
name.” (John 1:12) 

We receive salvation by be 
lieving: “Believe on the 
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jeus Christ, and thou shalt be 
gved, and thy house.” (Acts 
16:31) 

We receive the righteousness 
gf God by believing: “But now 
the righteousness of God without 
the law is manifested . . . even 
the righteousness of God which 
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto 
jj and upon all them that be- 
jeve.” (Rom. 3:21-22) 

We do the work of God by 
ilieving: “This is the work of 
(od, that ye believe on Him 
goom He hath sent.” (John 
6:29) 

The promises of God are for 
thse who believe: “But the 
gripture hath concluded all 
wder sin, that the promise by 
fith of Jesus Christ might be 

to them that believe.” 
(Gal. 3:22) 

The rewards are for believers: 
Without faith it is impossible 
please Him: for he that 
emeth to God must believe that 
He is, and that He is a rewarder 
af them that diligently seek 
Him.” (Heb. 11:6) 

The living waters will flow 
from the hearts of believers: “If 
myone believes in Me, streams 
df living water, as the Scripture 
ays, shall flow forth from his 
heart.” (John 7:38, Goodspeed) 

Light is promised to those who 
lieve: “While ye have light, 
lieve in the light, that ye may 
te the children of light.” (John 
12:36) 

Life is given to believers: “But 
these are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God: and that believ- 
ing ye might have life through 
His name.” (John 20:21) 

Believers will overcome the 
world: “Who is he that over- 
cometh the world, but he that 
Wlieveth that Jesus is the Son 
of God?” (I John 5:5) 

We have Christ’s indwelling 
ly faith: “That Christ may dwell 
a heart by faith.” (Eph. 
17) 

We are kept through faith: 
‘Who are kept by the power of 
God through faith, unto salva- 
tin ready to be revealed in the 
lst time.” (I Pet. 1:5) 
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T IS THROUGH BELIEF, OR FAITH, 

therefore, that we will obtain 
a lasting experience and be es- 
tablished in the Lord. “The just 
shall live by faith.” Not such a 
faith as the devils have, for the 
devils believe only to tremble. 
True faith leads us to rest in the 
Lord and is a combination of 
belief and trust. It is not an 
opinion, but a transaction. It is 
not sufficient for us to believe 
about Christ: we must believe in 
Him. 

But someone will immediately 
say, “Theoretically this sounds 
fine, but in practice it simply 
doesn’t work. I never have the 
assurance that my faith gets re- 
sults. Do I lack faith? Or do I 
just have less than others? If so, 
how can I increase my supply?” 

First of all, we must realize 
that faith itself is a gift of God 
and that each one has been given 
a measure of it. “Think soberly, 
according as God hath dealt to 
every man the measure of faith,” 
wrote Paul. (Rom. 12:3) Here 
again we have an example of the 
fact that God does everything 
for us. “By grace ye are saved 
through faith, and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God.” 
(Eph. 2:8) 


“LORD, INCREASE 
OUR FAITH” 


But few of us have as much 
faith as we wish we had. We 
would like to have far more. 
Fortunately, there are three 
ways by which we may enlarge 
the borders of our faith when 
they seem too narrow: through 
prayer, through Bible study, and 
through exercise. 

We can pray as did the father 
of the devil-possessed child, 
“Lord, I believe. Help thou mine 
unbelief,” (Mark 9:24) or as the 
disciples prayed, “Lord, increase 
our faith.” (Luke 17:5) Such a 
prayer will not be unanswered. 

We can study the Word more 
diligently, for we read _ that 
“faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” 
(Rom. 10:17) We might very 


well follow Paul’s advice to. 


“Give attendance to 
(I Tim. 4:13) For 


Timothy, 
reading.” 


some this will necessitate giving 
up lighter reading even when it 
is ostensibly harmless, to allow 
more time for Bible study. 

We can seek more opportuni- 
ties to exercise what faith we 
have. Just as muscles grow 
stronger through use, so faith 
will grow stronger through exer- 
cise in appropriating the prom- 
ises in the Word. To do this we 
must often bring our faith in 
contact with the promise-filled 
pages of the Bible. 


FA, then, is not a nebulous 

concept impossible of realiza- 
tion or a vague sort of spiritual 
Lorelei, always beckoning from 
distant, unattainable heights. 
Faith is a reality. It is part of 
everyone’s stock in trade. It is 
the only coin that grows bright- 
er with use and that has poten- 
tentialities of ever-increasing 
purchasing power. Constantly 
appropriated from Heaven’s 
limitless treasury, and constant- 
ly offered as the only true medi- 
um of exchange for Heaven’s 
glorious promises of spiritual 
reward, it can never fail to 
bring rich returns. A type of 
currency that depreciates only 
as used for small purchases, 
rightly used it can open the 
windows of heaven and call 
forth such a blessing “that there 
shall not be room enough to 
receive it.” (Mal. 3:10) 

But let us never confuse faith 
with feeling. Feelings are tran- 
sitory things dependent on ex- 
ternal disturbances, physiologi- 
cal processes or the vagaries of 
the weather. Faith, a direct 
wire leading to the throne of 
God, transcends the emotions. 
Neither happiness nor sadness 
indicates its presence or absence. 
It is quite removed from the 
realm of mere feeling. 


“THE LIFE OF TRUST”’ 


An outstanding example of 
what can can be accomplished 
through simple faith is the story 
of George Mueller, whose life 
spanned most of the nineteenth 
century. His book The Life of 
Trust is filled with hundreds of 
thrill-packed pages. 





With fifty cents in his pocket 
and no stated income on which 
to depend, he commenced build- 
ing large brick orphanages for 
the needy children of England. 
Determined never to make his 
wants known to anyone but God, 
never to beg for money or solicit 
help, never to go in debt, he 
demonstrated what could be ac- 
complished through complete 
dependence on God’s providence. 
Without benefit of cake sales or 
church bazaars or campaigners 
or professional fund-raisers or 
money-changers or pulpit auc- 
tioneering, he raised over $7,- 
000,000 for the orphanages! 


Often the money came from 
complete strangers living in dis- 
tant places, such as East India, 
Australia, Cape of Good Hope, 
Saxony, Holland, South Ameri- 
ca, and the United States. A 
good deal of the time Mueller 
had to provide for the or- 
phans from meal to meal, and 
would write in his diary that he 
had given his hundreds of chil- 
dren the last bit of food on hand 
for their supper and had no idea 
whence the means would come 
to buy food for their breakfast. 
But it always came! Never did 
the children lack any necessity. 

A typical entry in his diary 
during an inflationary period, 
when prices of food had sudden- 
ly doubled, reads: “I have just 
now received, in our great need, 
when there was not sufficient in 
hand to meet the necessities of 
tomorrow, six pounds, six shill- 
ings, from a Christian gentle- 
man of title at Zurich in Switz- 
erland, a. distance of about one 
thousand miles. What a most 
seasonable help!” (The Life of 
Trust, p. 326) 

George Mueller insisted that 
he did not have the gift of faith 
in any way not available to all 
Christians. He simply exercised 
the little he had and used it to 
the glory of God. 

“Verily I say unto you, If ye 
have faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, ye shall say unto this 
mountain, Remove hence _ to 
yonder place; and it shall re- 
move; and nothing shall be 
impossible unto you.” END 
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Peron 
(continued from page 9) 


“The Radicals are an atheistic, 
materialist party, soaked in leftist 
intolerance, who have often dealt 
with the Communist  under- 
ground. 

“When Peron brought Cathol- 
icism back into Argentine schools, 
after it had been banned for 57 
years, the Radicals pounded him 
as a reactionary who was using 
religion to dope the masses. Now 
that Peron has switched to throw- 
ing out religion, a possible coun- 
ter-maneuver would be for the 
Radicals to unite with the Catho- 
lics and strike back at him on a 
platform of civil liberties.” 
(George Weller, in the Chicago 
Daily News, June 10, 1955) 


HE PATTERN is always the 

same: The Roman Catholic 
Church, under the guise of re- 
ligion, is seeking power in every 
realm of life by whatever means 
are at hand, whether at the ex- 
pense of friend or foe. This is 
amply attested by the Church it- 
self in its official publications and 
pronouncements. Consider, for 
instance, the following assertions 
in a Jesuit publication regarding 
the Pope’s vindication of his au- 
thority in political as well as re- 
ligious spheres of activity: 

“The role of the Church in pub- 
lic life. . . is an old theme and the 
Holy Father was not playing new 
variations on it . . . The Holy 
Father scored those who would 
limit the action and authority of 
the Church to the ‘strictly reli- 
gious’—to statements of the 
truths of the faith, administra- 
tion of the sacraments and con- 
trol of liturgical ceremonies: ‘The 
power of the Church is not bound 
by the limits of the “strictly re- 
ligious,” as they say, but the 
whole matter of the natural law, 
its foundation, its interpretation, 
its application, so far as their 
moral aspects extend, are within 
the Church’s power’... 

“When the Church speaks on 
such matters as these, she speaks, 
as the Holy Father put it, ‘not in- 
deed like some private guide or 
adviser, but by virtue of the 
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Lord’s command and authorit) ” 
(America, Nov. 20, 1954) = 






THE RUTTED ROAD 


As for Peron, we feel he is @ 
shaky ground, in spite of them 
cent Congressional backing 
ward disestablishing the Ch 
His power has rested on three 
lars: the Army, the Church, am 
organized labor. With the Roma 
Catholic Church dislodged from 
its position of support, he may 
find two legs inadequate for his 
regime. So far, he has managed 
to keep his enemies in different 
“boxes,” and he may yet win out 
by the divide-and-conquer rule 
According to one writer, quoted 
above, “Communists, Catholic 
and Radicals are so separated by 
their feuds and prejudices that 
the only place they can meet is in 
jail. It would seem to be easy for 
the special group of fugitives clus. 
tered around Albert Gainza Paz, 
exiled editor of the famous news- 
paper La Prensa, to form a com. 
mon front with the Catholics, 
But this is harder than it seems 
because the liberal Prensa when 
free was anti-Jesuit—though not 
wholly anti-Catholic.” (George 
Weller, loc. cit.) 


Peron’s greatest weakness is 
his evident lack of a well-defined 
set of principles. When he was 
seeking power, he willingly prom- 
ised the Roman Church every pos- 
sible concession, in spite of the 
fact that Argentina had enjoyed 
a half-century of relative freedom 
from ecclesiastical tyranny. Only 
when the power of the Catholic 
Church became a_ formidable 
threat to his own totalitarianism 
did he take steps to limit the 
authority of the hierarchy. His 
actions have been a patent wit- 
ness to the extent of Roman Cath- 
olic infiltration of a country 
where the Church is allowed to 
write its own ticket. 

But after all his apparent vic- 
tories, Peron himself seems t 
have chosen the path of least re 
sistance, the rutted road of com- 
promise. Several weeks after his 
excommunication (which merely 
cut him off from the sacraments, 
but not the Roman Church), it 


(continued on page 26)" 
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CANDLE O 
THE MONT 


The month of October 
is set aside in honor 
of the Holy Rosary, or 
“telling of the beads,” 
a distinctive practice 
among Roman Catho- 
lies. 


The Crucifix 
and the Garden 


of Roses 


by Francis J. Kieda 


With crosses, relics, crucifixes, 
Beads, pictures, rosaries, and pixes, 
The tools of working out salvation 
By mere mechanic operation. ' 


"M22": like any mother,” reads 

a radio script, “is vitally 
interested in us, she has our true 
welfare very much at heart... 
One of her most important appa- 
ritions took place in our own time. 
It was in 1917—-within the mem- 
ory of many of us—and it hap- 
pened near Fatima in Portugal. 
The Blessed Virgin appeared: to 
three little children . . . She came 


with a promise of peace, but she’ 


laid down certain conditions, one 
of which was prayer, especially 
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— Samuel Butler 


the rosary. 

“And so Mary, who once came 
to the aid of Sobioski in his vic- 
tory over the Turks through the 
rosary, who helped Don John of 
Austria stem the Moslem tide at 
Lopanto through the rosary, once 
again promised peace through the 
rosary. But our Lady’s message 
went unheeded and you know 
what happened—a second and 
vastly more devastating world 
war, fear and suspicion between 
nations, persecution of the 


Church, growth of communism 
until its sphere of influence has 
reached the point where it is posi- 
tively alarming. 


“We've tried everything hu- 
manly possible to remedy the situ- 
ation—Marshall plans, air lifts, 
compromises, international con- 
ferences, United Nations Assem- 
blies and yet the communistic 
tide sweeps relentlessly on. We’ve 
tried all our human remedies— 
and failed. Why not try the rem- 
edy that our Blessed Mother sug- 
gested in the first place? 


“Just imagine every Catholic 
family in the world gathered to- 
gether in their private sanctuary, 
the home, and praying the rosary 
—begging our Lady of Fatima to 
implore her divine Son to grant 


“peace and unity to the world! 


Could God turn a deaf ear to that 
veritable barrage of prayer? 
Would He not rather come to the 
rescue of our helplessness and 
save the world from the effects of 
its own blind stupidity? If you 
make it a practice, my friends, to 
recite the rosary every day, you 
will be gaining Mary’s special 
help and protection not only for 
yourselves and your families, but 
for the world at large.” 

The foregoing, taken from a 
Sacred Heart radio broadcast, is 
an obvious plea in behalf of pray- 
ing the rosary. But the rosary 
hasbeen in existence for centur- 
ies in the Roman Church, and 
presumably good Catholics have 
been faithful in their devotions. 
Why. then did prayers of the ro- 
sary fail in preventing the second 
World War? Was Mary’s alleged 
message at Fatima actually un- 
heeded—or is the rosary lacking 
in the efficacy so generously at- 
tributed to it? 


' WHAT IS THE ROSARY? 


The crucifix, a representation 
of the dead body of our Lord, an 
idol, a fetish, and a relic of an 
apostate Christendom, dominates 
many phases of Roman Catholic 
worship. It is found on churches, 
over~ altars, over confessional 
booths, and in cemeteries. In ad- 
dition, it is also attached to vari- 
ous chaplets, especially the Do- 
minican rosary. 
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The rosary among Roman 
Catholics is a form of recited 
prayer in honor of the Virgin 
Mary and is made up of a series 
of ten “Hail Marys” or decades, 
each of which begins with an 
“Our Father” and ends with a 
“Glory be to the Father” or Dox- 
ology. The complete rosary is 
made up of fifteen such decades. 
In addition, the Apostles’ Creed 
and the Hail, Holy Queen are also 
recited. 

The Dominican rosary is di- 
vided into three parts, each con- 
sisting of five decades. While re- 
citing the prayers of each decade 
a person is supposed to meditate 
on one of the fifteen mysteries of 
the rosary, which commemorate 
events in the life of Mary and 
Christ. Of these, five are called 
Joyful, five Sorrowful, and five 
Glorious. 

The prayers of the rosary are 
counted by the use of the beads, 
which are threaded by wires in 
the form of a circle, or crown. 
In the recitation of the rosary, 
the crucifix is handled while the 
beads are running through a 
Catholic’s fingers. However, al- 
though the crucifix is attached to 
the head of the rosary, on a sep- 
arate strand, the entire devotion 
is Marian in scope, the “creature” 
being worshiped and served more 
than the Creator. In handling the 
crucifix, the Creed is usually re- 
cited, although this is not essen- 
tial to the rosary devotion. 

The main purpose of the rosary 
beads is to aid in counting the 
prayers without distraction. A 
common practice among Roman 
Catholics is the recitation of five 
decades daily. It is perhaps sig- 
nificant that recitation of the ro- 
sary is highly indulgenced.* 

The word itself, which first oc- 
curred in the thirteenth century,’ 
is derived, according to Roman 
Catholic historians, from the La- 
tin rosarium, signifying “rose 
garden.” In addressing a group 
of rose growers in June (1955), 
Pope Pius XII said that the ro- 
sary “represents primarily a gar- 
den of roses offered to Mary.”® 
It was also called Psalterium 
Marianum, or Marian Psalter, be- 
cause of the number 150, the to- 
tal of “Hail Marys.” 
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THE HISTORY OF 
“TELLING BEADS” 


Layard, describing a sculpture 
found in ancient Nineveh, writes: 
“Two winged females standing 
before the sacred tree in the atti- 
tude of prayer; they lift the ex- 
tended right hand and hold in the 
left a garland or rosary.’”* 

The custom of “telling beads” 
originated in Buddhism. It is sim- 
ilar to the Tibetan mode of 
prayer, 
and hand rattles predominate. The 
Mohammedans employ the Tas- 
bih, or bead-string, consisting of 
33, 66, or 99 beads, upon which 
they count the names of Allah. 

Palladius, writing in the fifth 
century,> informs us that the 
Egyptian monk Paul in Pherme 
placed three hundred pebbles in 
his lap and flung away one as he 
finished each of the three hundred 
prayers he uttered. 

William of Malmesbury writes 
in his historical acts* that Coun- 
tess Godiva of Coventry, founder 
of a religious house there in 1040, 
left a circle of gems strung to- 
gether, on which she used to tell 
her prayers, that it might be 
hung on a statue of Mary. Simi- 





JEWS who come 
to Christ must count 
“. the cost. Yet there 

“senhovs are No more trium- 
- phant followers of 
our Saviour than these who have chosen 
“His reproach” — and few who suffer 
more for His name’s sake. 

We covet your prayers and steward- 
ship interest in our ministry of evangel- 
ism and material relief to Jews of our 
own and other lands. Dr. Gartenhaus, 
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lar strings of beads were diseg,. 
ered in the tomb of St. Rog 
(in the year 1160). 

From the eleventh century 
til the thirteenth, when 
Blessed Virgin reputedly 
peared to St. Dominic to config; 
the efficacy of devotion to 
rosary, the Bollandists (Jesuity 
cite the following examples of; 
fixed number of Hail Marys: Hep 
imannus, at the close of the eley. 
enth century, mentions a person 
who recited sixty Hail 
every day. The monk Albert, who 
lived about 1005, said 150 daily; 
so did St. Agbert, who died iy 
1140. 

Thus we observe that traces of 
the use of something correspond. 
ing to the rosary are found before 
the time of St. Dominic, the ack 
nowledged inaugurator of the uni- 
versal practice of reciting the 
beads. In his alleged dream or 
vision, St. Dominic saw the Vir- 
gin Mary, who handed him a ro- 
sary and taught him how to recite 
it, in consequence of which he 
propagated the rosary during the 
crusade against the Albigenses. 

This story has been accepted 
by many popes, including Leo X, 
Pius V, Gregory XIII, Sixtus V, 
Alexander VII, Innocent XI, and 
Clement XI. The Dominican Or- 
der or priests is today the chief 
promoter of the rosary, and these 
priests have the exclusive right 
and privilege of blessing the Do- 
minican rosary and reserving the 
attachment of indulgences. Any 
other priest can receive the same 
privilege only by paying a certain 
set fee to the Dominican Order. 


OTHER FORMS OF 
THE ROSARY 


Besides the popular Dominican 
rosary, there are various other 
forms. Among these are the ro- 
sary of St. Bridget, upon which 
are recited seven Our Fathers 
and sixty-three Hail Marys, in 
honor of the joys and sorrows of 
Mary and the sixty-three years 
of her life; the rosary of the 
Seven Dolors, a Servite devotion 
(of the Servite Order of priests, 
or Servants of Mary) ; the rosary 
of the Immaculate Conception, ap- 
proved by Pope Pius IX in 1855; 
the Crown of our Savior, attrib- 
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sted to Michael of Florence, a 
(ymaldolese monk in 1516, and 
ing of thirty-three Our Fa- 

thers, five Hail Marys, and a Cre- 
;and the rosary of the Five 
ounds, approved by Pope Leo 
Wl in 1823 (for the Passionist 
(rier). The Living Rosary, in 
which fifteen persons unite to say 


The use of the rosary is today 
athoroughly Roman Catholic cus- 
tom, according well with the em- 

of that church on form 
gd routine in its practices. In 
of the presumed intent of 
the beads, as an aid in counting 
prayers, the fact remains that the 
ye of the rosary has degenerated 
into a largely mechanical opera- 
tion. 
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NO SCRIPTURAL SUPPORT 


The use of the rosary is con- 
trary to the entire spirit of the 
Gospels, which proscribe mechan- 
ial devices in divine service and 
worship. In the recitation of the 
rosary the real spirit of prayer is 
repressed. Christ Himself warned 
against vain repetition: “But 
when ye pray, use not vain repe- 
titions, as the heathen do: for 
they think that they shall be 
heard for their much speaking.” 
(Matt. 6:7) 

Each of the beads in honor of 
Mary begins with the salutation: 
“Hail, Mary, full of grace.” The 
Greek term signifies “a woman to 
whom grace has been shown,” and 
who thus enjoys the blessing 
which grace heaped upon her. 
That is the grammatical meaning. 

The Church of Rome, however, 
adds a characteristic twist. In a 
volume by Pohle-Preuss the fol- 
lowing definition occurs: “Ke- 
charitomena means a woman full 
of grace—endowed not merely 
with the extrinsic graces proper 
to her state of life, but with a 
full measure of sanctifying grace, 
Which precedes the grace of voca- 
tion, strictly so called, by way of 
preparation and endowment.’ A 
little further on the authors claim 
that “the fullness of grace en- 
joyed by the Blessed Virgin Mary 
must be conceived as a super- 
abundance of Interior Holiness.’”* 
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The Church of Rome tries to 
exalt Mary beyond all measure. 
According to the context, the 
grace Mary received was merely 
this, that she was chosen to the 
high prerogative of giving birth 
to our Lord. She was highly fa- 
vored of God. She was granted a 
very special ministry. But noth- 
ing is said of her having merited 
God’s favor. 

Evangelical Christians do not 
confuse grace and merit. Roman 
Catholics make the error of mix- 
ing the two, as evidenced by the 
following quotation from St. 
Thomas Aquinas, one of the fore- 
most theologians of the Church 
of Rome: “By the grace bestowed 
upon her she merited that meas- 
ure of purity and holiness which 
fitted her to be the mother of 
God.””® 

The entire principle of grace 
is involved here. But “we merit 
nothing by grace, and grace be- 
stows no merit. Grace is God’s 
gift to the unmeriting, God’s 
bounty to those who have no claim 
upon it.” 


THE DEAD CHRIST 


Now, as regards the crucifix, 
the adoration of the dead body of 
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Christ is scripturally unwar- 
ranted. Christ died once and for 
all for our sins, whereupon he 
became our High Priest in Heav- 
en. If Jesus must be still contem- 
plated upon the cross, in His 
place of sacrifice, then our sins 
have not been washed away, and 
His work is incomplete. 

This is what the Church of 
Rome desires, for it provides an 
excuse for a sacrificing priest- 
hood. We declare that the priest- 
hood of the Church of Rome has 
no raison d’etre, no excuse for its 
existence, since the redemptive 
work of Christ is perfect and 
complete. 

Under the old law, Moses lifted 
up the serpent made of brass for 
the people to gaze upon and be 
healed. But later on the Children 
of Israel made of it an idol, and 
as a consequence King Hezekiah, 
who “did that which was right in 
the sight of the Lord,” demolished 
it. 

The risen, victorious, glorified 
Saviour—not the dead Christ— 
should be the object of our adora- 
tion. He alone is our High Priest, 
“Who needeth not daily, as those 
high priests, to offer up sacrifice, 
first for His own sins, and then 
for the people’s: for this He did 
once, when He offered up Him- 
self.” (Heb. 7:27) 


* National Catholic Almanac, ed. by 
Rev. Felician A. Foy, O. F. M. (Pub- 
lished with ecclesiastical approbation 
by St. en a Paterson, New 
Jersey, 1954), p. 2 

* Cantipretanus, thie “De Api- 
bus,” II, 13, quoted by the Bollandists 
(Jesuit biographers of the Saints) in 
“Vita Sancti Dominici 

* The Catholic News, New York, June 
11, 1955. 

i Layard, Monumenis, I, plate 7. 

“ Palladius, Historia Lausiaca, cap. 

* William of Malmesbury, “De Gest. 
Pont. Angl.,” IV, 4, quoted by the 


Bollandists. 
7 ; ap mae Mariology (St. Louis, 


my * 


* St. se odeoed Aquinas, Summa Theo- 
logica, Pars III, art. XI, ad. 3 (Rome, 
1937) p. 401. We cite the entire text: 

- beata Virgo dicitur meruisse por- 
tare ‘Dominum omnium, no quia meruit 
ipsum incarnari, quia meruit ex 
gratia sibi data illum puritatis et sanc- 
titatis a ut congrue posset esse 
mater Dei.” 

* Macaulay, J. C., The Heresies of 
Rome (Chicago, The Moody Press, 
1946), p. 67. 
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Making America Catholic 


A Navy transport carrying 
1,215 refugees sailed into New 
York harbor in the month of 
July. By December 31 a total of 
131,750 refugees will have found 
haven in the land of the free. 
Catholic Relief: Services, sectar- 
ian refugee “organization, was 
responsible for bringing in 712 
of the fugitives, :or nearly sixty 
percent. Others were sponsored 
by Lutheran Refugee Service and 
Church World Service of the 
National Council of Churches. 
Monsignor Aloysius J. Wycislo, 
an official of Catholic Relief ser- 
vices, is clamoring for sponsors 
for the {6,000 waiting refugees, 
who he: claims aré so reliable 
that the agency itself would sign 
their assufances if the law per- 
mitted. 

Ambassador Luce 
Redeems the Time 

In accordance with the Presi- 
dent’s refugee relief program, 
62,000 persons will be admitted 
to the United States from Italy 
alone, and Ambassador Luce will 
see to it that all of them will 


have the required visas by De-, 


cember. 31. Mrs. Clare Boothe 
Luce said that “so far as Italy is 


concerned, the refugee program. 


is not a failure and every single 
visa will be issued- before 1956, 
We have already issued 22,000 
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and 37,000 more applications on 
file are being processed at the 
rate of 123 a day. Other applica- 
tions to fill the quota will be 
taken care of with the same 
efficiency.” 

Perhaps it is such circum- 
stances as the refugee relief pro- 
gram that enable Roman Catholic 
dignitaries to speak with increas- 
ing assurance ‘about Catholic 
growth and influence in the Unit- 
ed States. Consider the recent 
words of Samuel Cardinal Stritch 
of Chicago on his way home from 
the International Eucharistic 
Congress in Rio de Janeiro: “It 
no longer can be said today that 
the United States is a Protestant 
country. The Catholic Church is 
forging ahead, growing day by 
day and becoming stronger.” 


Blessed Are the Automobiles 


This modern age has added a 
new beatitude to the Roman 
Catholic catalog of “blesseds.” It 
may be difficult for the average 
motorist to distinguish a blessed 
automobile from an _ unblessed, 
but those who took their cars to 
the special ceremony conducted 
one Sunday afternoon in July by 
the priest of St. Christopher 
Church; Bridgeport, - Michigan, 
should not _have.had any acci- 
dents on the -way home. St. 
Christopher is the patron saint 
of travelers. 
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Mixed Marriages in Spain 4 Pity | 
The question of mixed . Pu 
riages in Spain that has provoke ously 
so much discussion in this cous fies 
try has finally been settled by th follo 
Madrid Court of Appeals. Th jn a 
Spanish Government has acca May 
ed the verdict of the Court alloy ties: 





ing Spaniards who are baptiza/ 
Roman Catholics the right | 
contract civil marriage with ng. 
Catholics. 

Prior to this, the Code ¢ 
Canon Law was applied in all iy 
rigor. But it is no longer nece 
sary for the interested parties of 
a mixed union to seek permissig 
from the ecclesiastical authoritig 
in order to marry outside th 
church. However, baptized Cath. 
olics who desire to enter into, 
mixed marriage are understoo 
as those who have abandoned the 
Church of Rome and embracai 
another faith and its practices 
The Court of Appeals specifies 
that this must be proven to the 
satisfaction of the judiciary be 
fore permission will be extended 
to the parties concerned. 





- 
= 
—_~ 

















3s SESOS BBS ESE SS 







Polish Reformed Church 
Joins the ICCC 


Under the leadership of the 
Rev. Roman K. Mazierski, the Pol 
ish Reformed Church in Exile 
has voted unanimously to join the 
International Council of Christian 
Churches. 

The Reformed Church is com- 
posed of Poles who escaped from 
their country during World War 
II and after the betrayal of Po 
land at Yalta. 

Rev. Mazierski, formerly chap- 
lain in the Polish Army, was 4 
Roman Catholic priest who be 
came converted to Evangelical 
Christianity and now resides in 
London with his wife. ; 




























Plans for Atlanta 


In spite of the color-line drawn 
by the Knights of Columbus, the 
Roman Catholic Church is plan 
ning a huge program involving & 
million and a half dollars for the 
colored people of Atlanta, Geor- 
gia: The initial blueprint is 
establish a school, convent, and 
hospital there. 






















Pity the Taxpayer! 
Public school funds are notori- 


gusly depleted by Roman Catho- 


les in New York City. The 


he following was brought to light 
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in a recent investigation of Ex- 
Mayor William O’Dwyer’s activi- 


ties: 

“On December 19, 1944, a tract 
of land in New York City was 
gold by the city to Cardinal Spell- 
man for $275,000. After it passed 
through some other hands to dis- 
sipate the odor, the friendly 
Mayor William O’Dwyer bought 
it back ‘for public school pur- 

’ on May 16, 1950, for $1,- 
$50,000. No change in public 
school needs had meanwhile oc- 
curred to justify such a deal.” 

This is merely one example of 
what transpires when the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy joins hands 
with public servants, elected by 
the voters for the common wel- 
fare. 


The Embarrassing Truth 


Two periodicals, “A Kerestz” 
(The Cross) and the “Bulletin 
Catholique Hongrois” (Hungar- 
ian Catholic Bulletin), published 
in Budapest, have been included 
in the Roman Index of Forbidden 
Books, because “they were found 
guilty of having given currency 
to the impression that the Roman 
Catholic Church in Hungary was 
free and that Catholics and Com- 
munists were in agreement on 
many problems.” The Pope him- 
self heads the Sacred Congrega- 
tion of the Holy Office, one of 
whose principal duties is to place 
books on the Index. 


Rome's Pressure in Harlem 


In Harlem, New York City, the 
Colored Protestants, who do not 
enjoy the blessing of being in the 
Majority, are undergoing politi- 
cal pressure by Roman Catholics. 

At a POAU (Protestants and 
Other Americans United for. Sep- 
aration of Church and State) 
luncheon in May, the Rev. Eu- 
gene Houston of the Randall 
Memorial Presbyterian Church 
had this to say: 

‘“In Harlem, the situation in 
politics is this: If a Protestant 
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man expects to get ahead in civil 
service, he’d better get into the 
Roman Catholic Church or con- 
sider himself dead.” 

After recalling that Hulan 
Jack was converted to Catholi- 
cism for the sole purpose of be- 
coming borough president of 
Manhattan, he continued: 

“The Negroes who are appoint- 
ed are all Roman Catholic.” 


New York Mayor 
Receives Papal Medal 


Mayor Wagner of New York, 
a Roman Catholic, and his wife, 
a Protestant, were received in 
audience by the Pope in the 
month of June. The papal bless- 
ing was bestowed by the Pontiff 
across the ocean to all New York- 
ers, Catholic, Protestant and 
Jewish. Rosaries were given to 
Mrs. Wagner by the Pope for her 
two absent children and the 
Mayor was presented with the 
silver Medal of Pius XII’s Pontif- 
icate. During the twenty-minute 
audience the main topic of con- 
versation was juvenile delin- 
quency. The Mayor would not 
disclose the other topics dis- 
cussed. 


The Irresistible Force 
and the Removable Object 


Rome has recently suspended 
the. Roman Catholic periodical 
La Quinzaine, which is published 
in Paris. The paper concerns it- 
self in the main with social ques- 
tions, such as the problems of the 
working classes — especially of 
the collaboration between Roman 
Catholics and Communists, 
and the problem of peace, all 
considered “from the standpoint 
of the Christian militant.” 

One of the last issues of La 
Quinzaine contained the follow- 
ing statement from the editors: 
“Now, after the worker-priests, 
the Dominican theologians and 
several others, Rome has con- 
demned La Quinzaine and for- 
bids it to be read. Neither the 
editors of the paper, nor, it 
seems, the French Bishops were 
directly informed of this de- 
cree.... 

“In choosing to disappear we 
are conscious of taking a grave 


decision. We do not know how 
the church will contrive to accept 
the values of a new civilization 
which is opposed to the old one, 
to which she still seems to be 
enslaved. .. . For us there can be 
no question of disowning the 
choices we have made and the 
loyalties into which we have en- 
tered. Whether it is the liberation 
of the working class or of the 
colonial peoples, the struggle for 
peace or the democratization of 
education which is at stake, 
Christians in the 20th century 
have no right to remain specta- 
tors of the immense effort which 
is being made to increase the 
well-being of mankind, to estab- 
lish a greater measure of justice, 
and to ensure the spread of cul- 
ture. To share the pursuit of 
these human objectives with 
others does not result in a diluted 
faith with a Marxist tinge.” 


Shrines Among the Billboards 
or, See America Last 


At the dedication of a shrine 
on Highway 90 in Mississippi, 
Archbishop Joseph Francis Rum- 
mel of New Orleans expressed a 
hope that wayside shrines would 
be placed along the highways and 
byways of America. This custom 
has been widespread in Roman 
Catholic lands for centuries and 
is reminiscent of the idol-worship 
in the groves of Bible times. 


Golden Threads Among the Silver 


Several months ago the Pope 
granted a special dispensation 
for mixed marriage to a fourteen- 
year-old Italian princess who was 
being courted by a seventy-five- 
year-old count. The dispensation 
ostensibly concerned the girl’s 
age and the fact that the count 
is a Protestant. Because of the 
distinguished families of the 
principals, the marriage caused 
a sensation in Italy. 

The bridegroom, Count Aubry 
William Tealdi, is reputed to be 
one of the wealthiest men of the 
region, with a fortune estimated 
at over eleven million dollars.. 
Would the dispensation have been 
granted if the Protestant Count 
had been penniless? 



















THE TWO PRIESTS 


by Dr. H. A. Ironside 


We are departing somewhat from our usual practice of publishing 
a testimony of conversion in order to present this heart-warming 
experience of THE Two Priests. The story, submitted to us by Miss 
Eva Bestley, who reported it.in full at the time it was told, is a testa- 


ment of the spiritual hunger that exists not only within monastery 
walls but also within the heart cloistered from the Word of God. 
What a privilege to open closed doors and let in the Light of life! 





Some YEARS AGO I was working 

in Manitoba, and one morning, 
with my wife and older son, who 
was then a small boy, we left the 
town to go by rail in a very 
roundabout way to a certain city 
where I was to preach that 
night, going on to Winnipeg the 
following morning. 

It was a very hot day, and the 
men were taking in the harvest; 
there had not been much rain 
for some time, and the heat was 
rather trying. When the train 
stopped at a wayside station, a 
priest of the Franciscan Order 
boarded it. He was a man of 
rather generous proportions, and 
he had on a long dark habit, 
_ with a rope, to which was at- 
tached a cross, hanging round 
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his waist. He walked through 
the length of the car looking for 
a seat; but although there were 
vacant seats no one moved to 
make room for him. At last he 
made his way to the rear of the 
car, and he tried to make him- 
self as comfortable as he could 
on the wooden box. 

As there were three of us oc- 
cupying two double seats facing 
each other, I suggested to my 
wife that we should rearrange 
our luggage, and thus make 
room for him, for it occurred to 
me that this might prove an 
opportunity for conversation 
with this priest, which might 
result in his eternal blessing. 

So we fixed things up, and 
then I went over to where he 


not look very comfortable. If you 
do not mind sitting with a little 
family, we should be glad 


have you come and sit with ull 


He said, “Thank you very 
much; I appreciate your kind. 
ness.” And from his accent [ 
recognized that he was accug 
tomed to speak in French, though 
his English was very good. 

After we had settled down, 
we chatted a little concerning 
things in general, such as the 
weather, and I remarked to him 
that it was very warm. Then he 
observed that the men were tak. 
ing in the harvest, and I agreed 
with him. 

Finally he gave me the very 
opportunity that I had been 
seeking by asking whether we 
were residents of the Province 
or tourists traveling through. I 
replied that our home at that 
time was in California: that we 
were not tourists but were en- 
gaged in special service. He then 
inquired whether I was a com- 
mercial man representing some 
business house, to which I re 
plied : 

“Not exactly, though I do 
represent a wonderful House, 
and I have splendid goods to 
display to those who are inter- 
ested.” 

“You excite my curiosity,” he 
said. “Just what exactly is your 
calling, if I may ask?” 

“Well,” I replied in all serious- 
ness, “the fact is, in some re- 
spects, it is very much like your 
own. I am a catholic priest en- 
gaged in missionary work.” 

He looked up in_ surprise, 
glanced at my collar and tie, and, 
rather suspiciously, I thought, at 
my wife and little boy, and then 
said: “I think you must be jest- 
ing with me. You, surely, are not 
a Catholic priest.” 

“I was never more serious in 
my life,” I replied. “I am, indeed, 
a priest in the holy catholic 
Church.” 

“You mean,” he suggested, 
“that you are an Anglican clergy- 
man.” 

“No, not that either,” I said. 
“I am, as I have told you, a 
priest in the Apostolic Church 


was sitting, and I said: “You 4 
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instituted by our Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself.” 

“But you have not the Roman 
ellar on,” he argued. 

“I did not say that. I was a 
Roman Catholic priest,” I said. 
“You will pardon me if I say 
that, to my mind, ‘Roman’ and 
Catholic’ do not fit very well 
together. One speaks of a re- 
stricted Communion: the other, 
of a universal Church. 

He looked puzzled. “I do not 
quite understand,” he said. 

“Perhaps it would make 


things clearer to you if I gave 
you some account of how I be- 
came a Christian, and how I 
was made a priest,” I said. 


TOOK NEARLY TWO HOURS tell- 

ing him how I became con- 
verted, for we had plenty of 
time. I told him of my boyhood: 
of my upbringing in a Christian 
home: and how, when I was a 
lad of fourteen, realizing that I 
was a sinner, I went down on 
my knees one night seeking for 
the forgiveness of God. I told 
him of the promise of God that 
those who believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ were not con- 
demned: that I there and then 
rested on that gracious promise, 
and passed from death unto life. 
I pointed this priest to scripture 
after scripture. He listened most 
carefully. 

At last he broke out, exclaim- 
ing: “This is most interesting! 
I have never heard anything 
like it in all my life. You remind 
me of St. Augustine.” 

“Why do you compare me 
with St. Augustine?” I asked. 

“Don’t you remember that it 
was through the Holy Book that 
the light of God came to him? 
And so it was with you: you 
were converted through reading 
the Holy Book,” said the priest. 

I told him that it was, indeed, 
through the Word of God that I 
was led into peace and the full 
assurance of salvation. 

“What did you do next?” he 
asked. “St. Augustine, after he 
became a Christian, went to the 
priest for further instruction, 
and finally he became a great 
doctor of the Church.” 
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“Well,” I replied, “I sought 
out a little group of Christians, 
with whom I soon enjoyed happy 
friendship. And I continued 
studying my Bible. And it was 
as I read the First Epistle of 
Peter that I made a very great 
discovery. I found that I was not 
only made a child of God, the 
possessor of eternal life, but that 
the moment I was saved, I be- 
came a priest in the holy catho- 
lic Church. Remember, it was 
Peter who said: ‘Ye are a chosen 
generation: a royal priesthood.’ 
From that scripture I learned 
that I had been set apart in 
Christ Jesus, and that it was my 
blessed privilege to be Christ’s 
representative in the world, 
seeking to make known to others 
the riches of His grace.” 


SMILING, the Franciscan priest 

said: “But you are not a 
member of the true Church 
which Christ founded on St. 
Peter.” 

This led to a long, though 
friendly, discussion as to the 
nature of the true Church, and 
also as to Peter’s relation to it. 
From this we went on to talk 
about other things. We discussed 
the New Birth, and the Sacra- 
ments, particularly the real na- 
ture of the Lord’s Supper and 
the purpose for which it was 
given: and such things as Pur- 
gatory, Prayers to the Saints, 
the relative place of faith and 
good works, and many other 
topics concerning which Roman 
Catholics and Protestants differ. 

The priest had to confess that 
he was at a loss in keeping up 
his side in such a discussion, be- 
cause of the fact that he was not 
familiar with the Bible: that, in 
his studies, he had been largely 
occupied with the writings of 
the Fathers and the decrees of 
his Church. 

He shared our lunch with us 
and was most friendly and gra- 
cious throughout the whole day. 
As evening drew on, our train 
pulled up into the station of the 
city where I was to preach that 
night. A relative of mine, at 
whose home we were to be enter- 
tained, was waiting for us and 


looked a bit surprised we 
two “priests” descended the 
steps together. He took charge of 
my wife and little boy, while the 
priest and I walked on ahead 
conversing all the way about the 
great truths that have to do 
with our salvation. At last we 
reached a junction where one 
road led to the monastery and 
the other to the home of my 
relative. 

“I wish you could come up to 
the monastery and spend the 
evening with me,” said the Fran- 
ciscan priest. “I cannot ask the 
lady to accompany you, as it is 
contrary to our rules; but if you 
could possibly spare the time, I 
would be glad to talk with you 
further. You are the first minis- 
ter I have talked with who did 
not get angry with me.” 

I assured him that I would 
enjoy spending more time with 
him, but dinner at my cousin’s 
home, and a preaching engage- 
ment later, made that impossible. 
I suggested that he should come 
back with me and then attend 
the service afterwards. To this 
he demurred,’ saying that it 
would not do for him to attend 
a Protestant meeting in his ec- 
clesiastical garb, as it might give 
rise to misunderstanding. 

Somewhat mischievously, I 
said: “Well, you‘and I are about 
the same build, and here in my 
bag I have another suit which I 
could lend you!” 


He laughed and said, “Thank 
you very much, but I have taken 
solemn vows always to wear this 
habit.” 

“I wouldn’t have you break 
your vow,” I said, “and so we 
will have to say good-bye.” 


E CLASPED MY HAND very 
warmly and said: “I cannot 
tell you how much I have en- 
joyed this day with you. I hope 
you will pray for me, as I shall 
pray for you. I do not think that 
we shall ever meet again, but I 
shall not forget the things that 
we have talked about.” 
“We shall, indeed, meet again,” 
I said. 
(continued on page 29) 








How many Protestants are there 
in Spain? Are they being persecut- 
ed? Is it true that Spain doesn't 
recognize any except Catholic mar- 
riages? Why is Spain regarded as a 
backward country today? Why are 
poverty and illiteracy so wide- 
spread? Does Franco get along 
well with the Roman Catholic 
Church? What will happen when he 
passes away? 


THE 
TRUTH 


ABOUT 


SPAIN 







N A PAMPHLET ENTITLED “Facts 

vs. Fiction About Spain,” by 
F. A. Fink and Richard Pattee 
(published by Our Sunday Visi- 
tor Press, Feb. 26, 1953), state- 
ments are made regarding Spain’s 
percentage of Catholics, their 
Catholicity, politics, backward- 
ness, illiteracy, dictatorship un- 
der Franco, and toleration of 
Protestants, that do not tally with 
historical and known facts. 

For illustration, in answer to 
the question, “But do you think 
that Spain should be governed by 
a Dictator?” Mr. Fink responds: 
“Not permanently. But in what 
other way could any country 
emerge from a war which crushed 
it politically and economically? 
The Catholic Church has de- 
nounced dictatorships more than 
any other organization, religious 
or otherwise.” 

Can any declaration be more 
deceptive? It is an incontrovert- 
ible fact that Hitler in Germany 
and Mussolini in Italy were sup- 
ported by the Popes and an ap- 
preciable segment of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy. 


HAT THEN are the facts rela- 
tive to Spain? 

We cannot deny that out of a 
nation of 28,000,000 about 15,000 
are Protestant Spanish nationals 
from a Protestant constituency of 
approximately 35,000. Purported- 
ly, more than 98% of the popula- 
tion are Roman Catholics. 


It is a well-known fact, tog 
“that a large majority of 
Spanish people are anti-clerical i; 
their political and religious belief, 
They oppose the activities and 
functions of the Roman Catholig 
priests and hierarchy in Spain 
Perhaps as many as 80% have 
this viewpoint, but many of these 
would call themselves nominal} 
Catholics. Spain is a Roman Cath 
olic nation just as the United 
States is called a Christian na 
tion, recognizing that there are 
probably over seventy million pa. 
gans in America.” 


POLITICS IN SPAIN 


In 1936 all Spain was aflame ip 
a Civil War that has taken its 
place in history as the rehearsal 
for World War II. Only a little 
earlier, in April of 1935, Musso- 
lini had concluded his conquest of 
Abyssinia and had started ar- 
rangements to aid the Falangists 
and Franco. Hitler provided the 
transport planes and naval escort 
to ferry Franco’s Moors and Le 
gionaries from Morocco to the 
Peninsula. 

Inside Spain, the army, backed 
by the Falangists and other 
Rightist political parties, pro- 
posed to usurp all power, “restore 
order,” and in general manipulate 
another of those “pronunciamien- 
tos” that had plagued Spanish 
history since the time of Napo- 
leon. As an insurrection the move- 
ment would almost certainly have. 
failed, had it not become an inter- 
national conflict. By October of 
1936, Russian materiel, military 
advisers, and technicians were in 
Spain on the Loyalist side, and 
the International Brigade had 
been formed. 


H™2 AND MUSSOLINI openly 

declared that their scope was 
to combat the “pluto-democra- 
cies.” Hence, it was their victory. 
When World War II erupted, they 
had a friend in Madrid. But as 
Ciano (Mussolini’s son-in-law) 
candidly informed Ribbentrop, 
Italy had been bled white by the 


struggle in Spain and could not. 


join Germany in September, 1939. 

As a result of the Civil War, 
then, Franco and his Falangists 
came out on top and ever since 
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pave been the political bosses of 
Spain, aided by the clergy. 

Politics and religion are closely 
allied in Spain. The hierarchy 
and the clergy in general exert a 
powerful influence in the govern- 
ment of Spain under the Franco 
regime. However, they still have 
not learned the lesson taught by 
the Civil War, that meddling in 
governmental affairs, instead of 
aving them entirely to secular 
guthorities, always bears its 
fruits. The results of clerical in- 
terference in politics are evi- 
denced today in Argentina, where 
Peron is working toward complete 
separation of Church and State. 
_Another lesson of politics not 
impressed upon the clergy is the 
fact that it was not only Com- 
munists, Socialists, anarchists, 
and atheists who murdered the 
priests and nuns and burned 
churches, but also Roman Catho- 
lcs Who engaged in these activi- 
ties. 


ane CLERGY IN SPAIN employs 
“ the pulpit, the catechism and 
nearly every other device for poli- 
tical purposes. There are a num- 
ber of different catechisms in 
Spain, and different ones are used 
in different parts of the country. 


One of these openly condemns 
liberalism, among other things, 
and ranks it as evil along with 
Communism, Socialism, and an- 
archism. It also attacks freedom 
of the press and freedom of as- 
sembly as detrimental to the best 
interests of the people. It states 
flatly that all Catholics should 
first consult their confessors be- 
fore reading any newspaper about 
which there could be any doubt. 

Education in Spain is under the 
complete control of the Roman 
Church, which, according to some, 
has eclipsed the Falange party in 
importance to Franco, although 
the Falangists still control the 
Spanish labor groups through the 
syndicate organizations. Many be- 
lieve that the Catholic Church 
tanks at least equally with the 
army as an arm of Franco’s con- 
trol of Spain. 

Lately, however, Catholic prel- 
ates have begun to disagree with 
Franco, who thus faces a new 
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challenge. Vincent Tortora, a 
news analyst who makes frequent 
trips to Europe, declared in a lec- 


ture to students of Webster Col- ° 


lege, Webster Groves, Missouri 
(April 25, 1955) that “more than 
one Catholic prelate has been in 
open disagreement with Franco. 
Some are more conservative than 
the dictator, if that is indeed pos- 
sible, and some are more liberal. 
Some have been rebuked by the 
Vatican and by other prelates in 
the Catholic world . . . Anti-Fran- 
co movements are gaining mo- 
mentum in various parts of Spain 
at a rate that must alarm the 
Generalissimo, Some of these are 
Communist-sponsored and some 
very definitely are not.’ 

Many Spaniards despise the 
Falangist rule. When Franco dies, 
what will transpire? Will there 
be another civil war? There are 
those who think this will be the 
case. 


INTOLERANCE IN SPAIN 


After the year 1853, when Lieu- 
tenant Grayson began the work 
of modern missions in South 
Spain, such progress was made 
throughout the country that by 
the year 1909, there were 213 
Protestant evangelical places of 
worship, ten periodicals, four li- 
braries, four hospitals, and sever- 
al medical dispensaries. 

It was after much opposition 
by ecclesiastical and civil authori- 
ties that, with certain restrictions 
as to the position and style of the 
building, permission was granted 
to Protestants to use places of 
worship. Buildings had to be sit- 
uated on side streets, where they 
could not easily be seen. No spire, 
tower, clock, or anything by 


which they might be recognized ‘ 
was allowed. In 1903, after wait-* 
ing nine years, the Evangelical . 


Church of Madrid was first: al- 
lowed to use the door which 
opened to the street. 

Although Article XI of the 
Constitution of 1876 stated that 
“no one in Spanish territory shall 
be molested because of his reli- 
gious opinions nor in the exercise 
of his religious beliefs, except 
when due respect to - Christian 
morality is concerned,” yet in the 


same Article it was stated that, 
“as the Roman Catholic religion 
is the religion of the State, every- 
one is obliged to maintain the 
worship of ministers of that re- 
ligion.” 

The third clause of the Article 
declared “that no other religious 
organization, except that of the 
State, is allowed to make any 
public demonstration or manifes- . 
tation of their religion.” Regula- 
tions I and II show that all dis- 
senting (eg., Protestant, Moham- 
medan) “sects” are prohibited all 
forms of demonstration or mani- 
festations outside the precincts of 
their own churches or chapels. 
They are forbidden to make ad- 
vertisement with inscriptions, 
placards, or announcements, nor 
can they use banners, flags; em- 
blems, or signs of all kinds. 


BOUT SEVENTY YEARS LATER, on 
June 17, 1945, a new Spanish 
Constitution was drawn up. Sec- 
tion 6 reads as follows: “The pro- 
fession and practice of the Catho- 
lie religion, which is the religion 
of the Spanish State, will enjoy 
official protection. No one will be 
molested for his religious beliefs, 
nor for private adherence to his 
code. No public ceremonies or 
manifestations will be permitted 
in any religion other than the 
Catholic religion.” 

Substantially there is no differ- 
ence between the Constitution of 
1876 and that of 1945. Actually, 
only private worship is allowed 
to-Protestants in Spain. But even 
in their private churches Evan- 
gelical Christians are hindered in 
their worship. 

On September 10, 1947, Cardi- 
nial Segura, Archbishop of Seville, 
addressed a pastoral letter to his 
people denouncing the Protestants 
and demanding the abolition of 
“these centers of false religions 
in Spain.” A few weeks later, the 
first of a series of attacks on Prot- 
estant churches began, and amid 
the wreckage of pews the Catho- 
lic Action Youth left two leaflets 
quoting from the Cardinal’s let- 
ter and declaring: “The Holy In- 
quisition did not limit itself to 
talking. We make ourselves heirs 
of the Inquisitorial spirit.” 





About the same time a Catholic 
handbill was distributed in Bar- 
celona stressing “the duty that 
falls upon all Roman Catholics, 
and to whose fulfillment we en- 
gage ourselves, not to consent to 
Protestant activity in our nation- 
al territory.” 

In Seville anti-Protestant feel- 
ing burst out in physical acts of 
* persecution. A group of militant 
Catholic young men forced their 
way into a Protestant chapel of 
San Basilio, beat up Dr. Santos 
Molina, pastor, and attempted to 
set fire to devotional books. 


In the latter part of October of 
1947, a Protestant chapel, located 
in the Cyatro Caminos section of 
Madrid, was destroyed by a greup 
of Catholics. They smashed the 
meager furnishings and painted 
the words “Viva la Virgen” 
(Long live the Virgin) on the 
walls. 

Persecution and molestation of 
Protestants continued unabated 
in all parts of Spain, even up to 
the signing of the Concordat be- 
tween the Vatican and the Span- 
ish State. 


Or AUGUST 27, 1952, delegates 
of Dictator Francisco Franco 
and of Pope Pius XII signed a 
pact, known according to canoni- 
cal parlance as a concordat, mak- 
ing it clear beyond a doubt that 
Roman Catholicism is “the only 
religion of the State.” Article I of 
the Concordat states that the 
rights of non-Catholics shall con- 
tinue in force as “established in 
Article 6 of the Spanish Bill of 
Rights.” While this guarantees 
that a non-Catholic in Spain will 
not be “molested on account of his 
religion, creed, or the private 
practice of his cult,” he may be 
arrested for any public activity 
whatever having a non-Catholic 
implication. 

In Articles III, IV, and V of the 
Concordat the “international jur- 
idical entity of the Church” is 
recognized, and a Spanish ambas- 
sador to the Holy See and a Papal 
Nuncio to Madrid are to be per- 
manently continued. Article 
XXVI states that teaching in all 
schools “shall be adapted to the 
principles of dogma and ethics of 
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the Catholic Church,” and that 
“books, publications and teaching 
materials contrary to Catholic 


* dogma and ethics” shall be either 


disallowed or withdrawn. 


Article XXVII “guarantees the 
teaching of the Catholic religion 

. in all teaching centers,” ex- 
cept that children of non-Catho- 
lics may be excused when this is 
requested by parents or guardian. 
Many of the cultural activities of 
the nation are to be Church dom- 
inated, particularly radio and 
television programs, which are to 
include suitable time and oppor- 
tunity for the “defense of reli- 
gious truth by priests and reli- 
gious.” 


CCORDING to the terms of the 

Concordat, Spain resumed her 
character as a quasi-theocratic 
state, as under the monarchy, but 
more advantages were gained by 
the Roman Church. Franco be- 
came an ecclesiastical dignitary, 
an honorary canon of the Major 
Basilica, Santa Maria Maggiore, 
in Rome. The Vatican also be- 
stowed upon him the Supreme 
Order of Christ, the highest papal 
decoration for laymen, in recog- 
nition of his great services to the 
Catholic Church. The last chief 
of state to receive this decoration 
was Benito Mussolini—for sim- 
ilar reasons, especially for his 
according of diplomatic status to 
the Vatican state under the Lat- 
eran Pact (1929). 

In accordance with the pact, 
Spanish canons, vicars, bishops, 
archbishops, cardinals and even 
the primate have become the poli- 


SPAIN — the people 


are eager for the truth! 
Spain's 29 million people —~ 
shackled so long by false- 
hood and 
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the people. Your prayer support can help. 
Dr. Zacarias P. Carles, General Director 
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tical creatures of Franco. Theig 
appointments were placed in hig 
hands. This privilege conceded tp 
Franco was a resumption of “the 
privilege of presentation” which 
Spanish kings had enjoyed fo 
four centuries. However, after al} 
the bargaining was over, the Vat. 
ican had acquired more rights and 
advantages than it had ever ey 
joyed under the Roman Catholig 
kings. 

Article XXXIV is tantamount 
to “an abdication of sovereignty,” 
This article reads: “The associa. 
tion of Spanish Catholic Action 
shall freely exercise their apog-. 
tolate under the immediate super. 
vision of the ecclesiastical hier. 
archy ; as to other kinds of activi- 
ties, they shall conform to the 
general legislation of the state.” 


ALANGISTS saw immediately 
that this article emphasized 
certain intrusions, as they con- 
sidered them, upon their exclusive 
territory, to wit, labor organiza- 
tions. In this realm, Catholic Ac 
tion had been the Falange’s dis- 
puted rival. But instead of sup- 
pressing the rival activities, Fran- 
co had bargained away the Falan- 
gists’ union monopoly. 

One of the provisions which 
was aimed directly at Protestant 
and anticlerical activity forbade 
the giving of public employment 
to anyone without church approv- 
al. This was one way of making 
a mockery of the constitution’s 
article on religious freedom. 

To sum it all up in brief, the 
Concordat converted Spain into a 
theocratic state along the lines of 
the Roman Empire subsequent to 
Constantine. There is complete 
union of church and state. Free- 
dom of religious activity and lib- 
erty of conscience are entirely 
blocked. Protestants are stymied 
in their evangelical efforts at 
every step. 

Several weeks after the signing 
of the Concordat, the civil gover- 
nor of Alicante refused to grant 
permission for the holding of the 
National Convention of Spanish 
Baptists. About the same time, @ 
Protestant chapel in Elda, a small 
town near Alicante, was closed. 


(continued on page 29) 
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Letter from, ,. 
A LEPER COUPLE 


“Dear Friends: 


“This is the first time that we com- 
municate with you. We can assure you 
that it is the great suffering of our 
lives that is forcing us to write this 
Jetter. It has been a few years since we 
became ill with this horrible disease of 
leprosy and we have been on this rocky 
jsolated island of Spinaloga, the leper 
colony on the island of Crete. Leprosy, 
unfortunately, attacked the limbs of 
our bodies and especially our eyes. We 
need to undergo surgery, but we do 
not have the necessary money. We 
want to buy some instruments so that 
we may be able to walk and to move 
around a little bit, but we cannot do 
that either. For two solid years now we 
have been lying in bed without being 
able to move. On top of all these great 
trials of our illness, misfortune struck 
another hard blow at us, and that is 
that our little home in the town of 
Volos where our eight children used to 
live has been completely destroyed by 
the recent earthquakes. We lost every- 
thing we had, and so now our eight 
children are in the streets exposed to 
the elements of nature. Poverty and 
suffering are their constant companions 
and we their parents are unable to offer 
them anything or even to see them be- 
cause we are in this far-away leper 
colony. This is why we ask you to help 
us as much as you can so that we may 
be able to rescue our children from 
certain death. Whatever you do for us 
the Lord will give it back to you a 
thousandfold. 

“My dear brothers and sisters, the 
cross that we bear is very heavy indeed. 
I am without any feet and almost 
without eyes and now the home of our 
children has been destroyed. Life has 
become unbearable. This leper colony 
is certainly indebted for what you have 
done for it and may God bless you. 
Won’t you do something now for us 
and our children? My wife and I close 
this letter expecting a favorable reply 
from you. Please help us before it is 


too late.” 
Leper John Sfindourakis 


Note: Nothing need be said concerning 
the above pathetic appeal. The Lord 
Jesus had a special interest in the 
lepers. Won’t you do the same? Please 
send your contributions for these lepers 
and others like them to: American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary, Dept. C, 
P.O. Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. 
Our Canadian friends are invited to 
write to: 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, 
Ontario. 


Film on Greece Available 


If you wish to see with your eyes the 
leper colony of Spinaloga and other 
aspects of the Lord’s work in Greece, 
write for a booking of the 30-minute 

mm. color sound film, “MAN OF 
MACEDONIA.” It is sent out on a free- 
will offering basis. 
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When Roman 
Catholics Control 


In place of graduation exer- 
cises Bradfordsville, Kentucky, 
held a party for its 76 high school 
students who have not attended 
school for a year. Citizens of this 
village have resisted by the long- 
est school strike in our recollec- 
tion an order by the county board 
of education to close their high 
school and send their children to 
the high school in the county seat, 
ten miles away. 

Bradfordsville is Protestant; 
the majority on the board of edu- 
cation and in the half of the coun- 
ty which has all the high schools 
is Roman Catholic. Bradfords- 
ville people believe the board has 
unfairly discriminated against 
their school for religious reasons, 
and has consistently undercut its 
program and its attendance as a 
means of promoting Catholic in- 
terests. They point out that Mar- 
ion county has more than 40 Ro- 
man Catholic nuns teaching in 
its public schools and turning 
over their pay, which amounts to 
nearly $100,000 a year, to church 
authorities. 

The villagers are resisting a 
program which they believe will 
subject their children to sectarian 
teaching and which compels them 
to support what is in effect an es- 
tablishment of religion. So they 
are keeping their children out of 
school while a suit to halt the use 
of the schools for sectarian pur- 
poses is pending in the Kentucky 
court of appeals. 

But what about the education 
of the children of Bradfordsville? 
Is it to stop until the courts act? 
It is to be hoped the state educa- 
tional authorities of Kentucky 


will decide to intervene and order 
the opening of the Bradfordsville 
school until the courts have spo- 
ken. If they refuse for political 
reasons to do their duty by the 
children of Bradfordsville, the 
embattled citizens of the village 
should open a private school. It 
seems likely that the widespread 
support which the people of Brad- 
fordsville have received from all 
parts of the country could be 
turned into financial help for a 
private school. 

Christian Century 

Quoted in Western Voice, July 27, 1955 


Marriage in Norway 


The. story “Weddings in 
Spain” (Newsweek, Jan. 10) con- 
tains a statement by Bishop 
James H. Griffiths to the effect 
that Catholics in Norway must 
obtain permission from Lutheran 
pastors before contracting mar- 
riage. [Added the Bishop: “Why 
pick on Spain?”] 

I thought you might like to 
know that the bishop has mis- 


informed you. Catholics in Nor- 


way are under no such obligation, 
and Bishop Griffiths can easily 
get confirmation of this from his 
colleague, the Catholic bishop in 
Oslo. Tor Myklebost (Director, 
Norwegian Information Service, 
Embassy of Norway, Washing- 
ton, D. C.) 


Letters to the Editor 
Newsweek, Feb. 21, 1955 



















COBWEBS 
OF soOPHISTRY 


Theologians of our day are returning to a medieval graveyard to 
dig up what should long since have been discarded— 
the remains of Scholasticism. 


This particular ism is an attempt to rationalize Christian revela- 
tion in terms of Aristotelian philosophy : to prove = 
pernatural. things in terms of natural thi ings: 


effect, to baptize pagan philosophy and give it a 
Christian name. 


The resulting amalgamation, consummated by that angelic alche- 
mist St. Thomas Aquinas, is a heady potion for any- 
one intellectually curious enough to consume it (as 
did the Editor of this magazine, who as a Dominican 
monk was required to memorize the Summa Theo- 
logica in Latin!). 


Today, at the impetus of Roman Catholic theologians led by their 
pont, almost every Roman Catholic magazine and 
ook advocates the resurgence of scholasticism as a 
means of interpreting and influencing modern life 
and thought. 


Thus scholasticism, like a tangle of cobwebs thick with medieval 
dust, once more returns to obscure the shining sim- 
plicity of the Gospels and the pure white thread of 
redemption running through the Holy ‘Scriptures. 


We believe our readers will profit. greatly from the accompanying 
selection taken from Curiosities of Literature by 
England’s nineteenth century statesman and author, 
Benjamin Disraeli. 


T= HISTORY of the 


scholastic 


philosophy might furnish 4 


philosophical writer with an in 
structive theme; it would enter 
into the history of the humay 


mind and fill a niche in 


our liter. 


ary annals; the works of the 
scholastics with the debates of the 


Quodlibetarians would 
show the greatness and 


at once 
the little. 


ness of the human intellect; for 
though they often degenerated in. 
to incredible absurdities, those 


who have examined the 


works of 


Thomas Aquinas and Duns Scotus 
have confessed their admiration 
of that Herculean texture of brain 
which they exhausted in demol- 
ishing their aerial fabrics. 

The following is a slight sketch 
of the school divinity. The 
Christian doctrines in the primi- 
tive ages of the gospel were 
adapted to the simple comprehen- 
sion of the multitude; metaphysi- 


cal subtleties were not 
ployed by the fathers, 


even em- 
of whom 


several are eloquent. Even the 
homilies explained by an obvious 
interpretation some _ scriptural 
point, or inferred by artless illus- 
tration some moral doctrine. 
When the Arabians became the 


only learned people, and 


their em- 


pire extended over the greatest 
part of the known world, they 
impressed their own genius on 
those nations with whom they 


were allied as an 
enced as masters. 


or rever- 


e Arabian 


genius was fond of abstruse stud-- 
ies; it was highly metaphysical’ 
the fine: 
arts their religion did not admit) 
them to cultivate; and it appears” 
that the first knowledge which ' 
modern Europe obtained of Eu- 
clid and Aristotle was through the: 
medium of Latin translations aft-, 


and mathematical, for 


er Arabic versions. 


The Christians in the west re- 
ceived their. first lessons * from: 


the Arabians in the east; and Ar- 


istotle with his Arabic 
taries was enthroned 


commen- 
in the 


schools of Christendom. 
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AVE ARISTOTLE! 


Then burst into birth from the 
dark cave of metaphysics a nu- 
merous and ugly spawn of mon- 
strous sects; unnatural children 
of the same foul mother, who 
never met but to destroy each 
other. Religion became what is 
called the study of the divinity; 
and they all attempted to reduce 
the worship of God to a system! 
the creed into a thesis! and every 
point relating to religion was de- 
bated through an endless chain 
of infinite questions, incompre- 
hensible distinctions, with differ- 
ences mediate and immediate, the 
concrete and the abstract. 

A perpetual civil war carried 
on against common sense in all 
the Aristotelian severity. There 
existed a rage for Aristotle; and 
Melancthon complains that in sa- 
cred assemblies the ethics of Ar- 
istotle were read to the people in- 
stead of the gospel. Aristotle was 
placed ahead of St. Paul; and St. 
Thomas Aquinas distinguishes 
him by the title of “The Philoso- 
pher,” inferring doubtless that no 
other man could possibly be a 
philosopher who disagreed with 
Aristotle. 


A ROW OF PEGS 


Peter Lombard had laboriously 
compiled after the celebrated 
Abelard’s Introduction to Divin- 
ity his four books of Sentences, 
from the writings of the fathers; 
and for this he is called the “Mas- 
ter of Sentences.” These senten- 
tes, on which we have so many 
commentaries, are a collection of 
passages from the fathers, the 
contradictions of which he at- 
tempts to reconcile. 

But his successors were not 
satisfied to be mere commentators 
of these sentences, which they 
now only made use of as a row 
of pegs to hang on their fine-spun 
metaphysical cobwebs. They at 
length collected all these quodli- 
betical questions into enormous 
volumes, under the terrifying 
form of Summaries of Divinity. 
They contrived by their chimeri- 
cal speculations, says their mod- 
ern adversary Grimaldi, to ques- 
tion the plainest truths, to wrest 
the simple meanings of the Holy 
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Scriptures, and give some ap- 
pearance of truth to the most ri- 
diculous and monstrous opinions. 


WHEN IS A HORSE 
A HORSE? 


One of the subtle questions 
which agitated the world in the 
tenth century, relating to dialec- 
ties, was concerning wniversals 
(as, for example, man, horse, dog, 
etc.), signifying not this or that 
in particular, but all in general. 
They distinguished universals, or 
what we call abstract terms, by 
the genera and species rerum; 
and they never could decide 
whether these were substances or 
names! That is, whether the ab- 
stract idea we form of a horse 
was not really a being, as much 
as the horse we ride! 

All this and some congenial 
points respecting the origin of 
our ideas, and what ideas were, 
and whether we really had an 
idea of a thing before we dis- 
covered the thing itself; in a 
word, what they call universals, 
and the essences of universals; 
of all this nonsense on which they 
at length proceeded to accusations 
of heresy, and for which many 
learned men were excommuni- 
cated, stoned, and what not, the 
whole was derived from the rev- 
eries of Plato, Aristotle and Zeno 
about the nature of ideas; than 
which subject to the present day 
no discussions ever degenerated 
into such insanity. A modern 
metaphysician infers that we 
have no ideas at all! 


THE ANGELIC DOCTOR 


Of these scholastic divines, the 
most illustrious was St. Thomas 
Aquinas, styled the angelic doc- 
tor. Seventeen folio volumes not 
only testify his industry but even 


his genius. He was a great man, - 


busied all his life in making the 
charades of metaphysics. His 
“Sum of all Theology” is a meta- 
physical treatise, or the most ob- 
strue [sic] metaphysics of theol- 
ogy. It occupies above 1250 folio 
pages of very small, close print, 
in double columns. It may be 
worth noticing that to this work 
are appended 19 folio pages of 
double columns of errata, and 


about two hundred of additional 
index! 

The whole is thrown into the 
Aristotelian form; the difficulties 
or questions are proposed first, 
and the answers are then ap- 
pended. There are 168 articles on 
Love—358 on Angels—300 on the 
Soul—85 on Demons—251 on the 
Intellect—134 on Law—3 on the 
Catamenia—237 on Sins—17 on 
Virginity, and others on a variety 
of topics. 

The scholastic tree is covered 
with prodigal foliage, but is bar- 
ren of fruit; and when the scho- 
lastics employed themselves in 
solving the deepest mysteries, 
their philosophy became nothing 
more than an instrument in the 
hands of the Roman pontiff. 


SPEAKING OF ANGELS 


He treats of angels, their sub- 
stances, orders, offices, natures, 
habits, etc., etc., as if he himself 
had been an old and experienced 
angel! 

Angels were not before the 
world! Angels might have been 
before the world! Angels were 
created by God—they were cre- 
ated immediately by Him—they 
were created in the empyrean 
sky—they were created in grace— 
they were created in imperfect 
beatitude. 

After a severe chain of reason- 
ing he shows that angels are in- 
corporeal compared to us, but 
corporeal compared to God. An 
angel is composed of action and 
potentiality ; the more superior he 
is, he has the less of potentiality. 
They have not matter properly. 
Every angel differs from another 
angel in species. An angel is of 
the same species as the soul. An- 
gels have not naturally a body 
united to them. They may assume 
bodies; but they do not want to 
assume bodies for themselves, but 
for us. 

The bodies assumed by angels 
are of thick air. The bodies they 
assume have not the natural vir- 
tues which they show, nor the 
operations of life, but those which 
are common to inanimate things. 
Angels may be the same with a 
body. In the same body there are 
the soul, formerly giving being 
and operating natural operations, 
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and the angel, operating super- 
natural operations. 

Angels administer and govern 
every corporeal creature. God, an 
angel, and the soul are not con- 
tained in space, but contain it. 


Many angels cannot be in the 


same space. The motion of angels 
in space is nothing else than dif- 
ferent contacts of different suc- 
cessive places. The motion of an- 
gels is a successsion of his differ- 
ent operations. His motien may 
be continuous or discontinuous as 
he will. The continuous motion 
of an angel is necessary through 
every medium, but may be dis- 
continuous without a medium. 

The velocity of an angel is not 
according to the quantity of his 
strength but according to his will. 
The motion of the illumination of 
an angel is threefold, or circular, 
straight and oblique. 


WHO CARRIED THE HOG? 


All the questions are answered 
with a subtlety and nicety of dis- 
tinction more difficult to compre- 
hend and remember than many 
problems in Euclid; and perhaps 
a few of the best might still be 
selected for youth as curious ex- 
ercises of the understanding. 
However, a part of these produc- 
tions are loaded with the most 


trifling, irreverent and 
scandalous discussions. 

The following question was a 
favorite topic for discussion, and 
thousands of the acutest logi- 
cians, through more than one cen- 
tury, never resolved it: “When a 
hog is carried to market with a 
rope tied about its neck, which is 
held at the other end by a man, 
whether is the hog carried to 
market by the rope or by the 
man?” 

Lord Lyttleton in his life of 
Henry II laments the unhappy 
effects of the scholastic philoso- 
phy on the progress of the human 
mind. The minds of men were 
turned from classical studies to 
the subtleties of school divinity, 
which Rome encouraged as more 
profitable for the maintenance of 
her doctrines. 

It was a great misfortune to 
religion and learning that men of 
acute understandings who might 
have done much to reform the 
errors of the church and to re- 
store science in Europe should 
have depraved both, by applying 
their admirable parts to weave 
these cobwebs of sophistry and 
to confound the clear simplicity 
of evangelical truth by a false 
philosophy and a captious logic. 
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Bibles for Stricken Families 


The American Bible Society 
has announced that Bibles will 
be supplied without charge to 
stricken families and churches in 
the disaster area affected by the 
recent floods. 

Rev. John Osberg, a district 
secretary of the Society in Syra- 
cuse, New York, commissioned to 
make a survey, estimated that up- 
wards of 25,000 Bibles would be 
required to replace those lost or 
damaged in homes and churches. 
He pointed out that Bibles in 15 
languages, in addition to English, 
would be needed. 

Requests for replacement of 
Bibles should be made to local 
ministers who will forward such 
requests to the American Bible 
Society, 450 Park Avenue, New 


26 


York. 

The Society emphasized that it 
will fill requests from all stricken 
families whether or not they pre- 
viously owned Bibles. 

“Meeting the physical needs of 
stricken families is of paramount 
importance, and all should give as 
generously as possible to agencies 
which are helping meet the emer- 
gency,” the Society said in mak- 
ing the announcement. “Of equal 
importance at such a time of 
crisis is the necessity for meeting 
spiritual needs and providing 
spiritual comfort. We are offer- 
ing these Bibles to all stricken 
churches and families in the be- 
lief that the Bible and the faith 
it engenders is vital at this criti- 
cal time.” 
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Peron 
(continued from page 12) 


an effort at reconciliation, Pergy 
cabled his “respectful salute” 
the Pope, and received in turng 
reply urging him to respect the 
“Catholic tradition” of the Ap 
gentine people. 

Meanwhile, jails slowly “regur. 
” political prisoners, the 
radio relaxed its bans, and Peron 
adopted the role of “pacificator” 
as he yielded to pressure for fur. 
ther concessions. Although at this 
writing he still stands as head of 
his government, he has shown his 
Achilles’ heel in his willingness to 
compromise. The trouble with 
compromise is that it is a down. 
hill road all the way, and the end 
is victory for the other party. 





THE PLAY’S THE THING 


If Peron had had his eyes 
opened to the machinations of the 
Roman Catholic Church after his 
rise to power, he could have main- 
tained the initiative by taking his 
stand on the principles of free 
dom and justice and exposing 
honestly the designs of the Vati- 
can on his country. He has hada 
tremendous opportunity to free 
his native land from ecclesiastical 
bondage and to establish a pat- 
tern of successful resistance to 
Rome that would have roused the 
whole of Latin America, which 
has been succumbing only too 
readily to Communist propagan- 
da. He could have separated 
church and state in such a dra- 
matic way that “freedom’s holy 
light” would have shone brightly 
over the whole Southern conti- 
nent, inspiring others to the same 
noble action. 


Peron had the center of the 
stage for eight months, as the 
world watched to see who would 
be the victor. To date, the denoue- 
ment has been a tremendous dis- 
appointment to many who may 
not have approved of the Strong- 
man’s methods but who could 
thoroughly appreciate the reasons 
for his turn-about-face. The play 
that received such high billing has 
ended as a half-told tale with a 
last-minute epilogue, “To be con- 
tinued.” 
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STRUGGLES of this nature it is 
not personal ambition for pow- 
er that counts but rather whose 
panner one is fighting under. If 
aruler is governed by principles 
and moved by dedication to a 
higher cause such as the defense 
of freedom and democracy, then 
his fight is not only justified but 
also imperative. 


Argentina’s President could 
pave entered history’s hall of 
fame as a great emancipator. He 
heard the knock of opportunity 
and even had the key in his hands 
to liberate his country from the 
odious tyranny of Roman ecclesi- 
asticism, but he failed to swing 
wide the door. In consequence, he 
remains shrouded in a mist of 
suspicion, and his motives invite 
much speculation. 


Peron has shown the weakness 
common to those whose actions 
are not governed by deep convic- 
tions of duty or patriotism. Like 
Pilate he senses the significance 
of the moment and asks, “What 
is truth?” . . . and like Pilate he 
fears for his position and washes 
his hands of innocent blood. 


A STAR - OR THE WEB? 


But men come and go, and only 
ideals and deeds remain. If Per- 
on fails to light the torch of free- 
dom, then this land of shadows 
must await another day, and an- 
other deliverer. Meanwhile, one 
thing appears certain to the ob- 
server of religious, political, and 
social developments in Latin 
America—that the Roman Catho- 
lic Church will never conquer the 
hearts of the people nor soothe 
their spiritual wounds nor com- 
fort them in their afflictions, be- 
cause she lacks the apostolic 
hands that can bless the multi- 
tudes and restore the forgotten 
hopes of a people in bondage. 


As long as she keeps pulling the 
strings of political advantage and 
maneuvering the course of events 
to suit her own convenience and 
advance her own power, the Ro- 
man Church will never be any- 
thing but a curse. The coalition 
of political and ecclesiastical pow- 
ers seeking personal and external 
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aggrandizement will only serve to 
worsen the already dense miasma 
of confusion and disorientation in 
which the people are forced to 
exist. 

The disillusioned Roman Cath- 
olics in Latin America long to 
discover a star of hope in their 
church, but they only see her 
earth-bound in the web of politi- 
cal ambitions, in which she has 
existed since the days of the 
Spanish conquest. These Roman 
Catholics, sincere in their expec- 
tations, would like to see their 
church renounce its parasitic ex- 
istence and become engrafted in- 
to the True Vine, bearing fruit 
for the Kingdom of God. These 
exploited Roman Catholics long 
for the coming of another Savon- 
arola or priest like Father Nar- 
dini, who not only denounced the 
corruption of the Roman Church 
but were ready to die in order to 
bring a soothing balm to the suf- 
fering people. 


ILL THE DAY ARRIVE when 
somehow, by some miracle 
of grace, someone will rise up out 


of the midst of Roman Catholic 
pomp and splendor and walk 
through the streets of this spiritu- 
ally devastated land repeating the 
message of the Nazarene, “My 
kingdom is not of this world’? 
Will someone arise who will ad- 
minister, not the sacraments, but 
that other type of Bread and that 
other type of Water for which the 
multitudes hunger and thirst? 


In this hour when freedom 
from political and ecclesiastical 
tyranny is gasping for its very 
existence, our hearts turn to the 
One who is the only Hope of the 
world, and of Latin America, and 
of Argentina. And our fervent 
prayer is that not Peron, nor the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy, but 
those who have heeded the Mas- 
ter’s call “Go ye... .” may be the 
true liberators of Argentina and 
may be found worthy to proclaim 
the message of “liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound.” 

Only the Gospel of Christ can 
set these people free, for “if the 


Son ... shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed.” END 


pome” eace in my heart” 


“For the first time in my life I have peace in my heart,” was 
the testimony of a Jewish mother of ten, led to the Lord by 


one of our missionaries. 


Bitterly opposed and ridiculed because of her faith in the Lord 


esus, 


she simply said, “All my life I have been unhappy, but 


since I accepted Christ everything has changed. We all need 


the gift of faith in Him.” 


Dear friend, does the preaching of the Gospel to the Jew bear 
fruit? Here is your answer. The testimony of the Jewish mother 
could be multiplied a thousand times, wherever our 28 mission- 
aries proclaim Christ crucified, risen and coming again. “My 


word shall not return void.” 


There is no more rewarding and satisfying service, more pleasing 
to our Lord than to bring the lost sheep of the House of Israel 
to the feet of the Good Shepherd, the promised Messiah. Won't 

u share in the privilege of being, with us, His witnesses? 


our prayers and 


Ip are urgently 


needed. 


REE: Read thrilling reports of Jewish evangelism in our magazine ISRAEL MY GLORY. Yours for the asking. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL Missionary and Relief Society 


Rev. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 
728 Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia Z,Pa. 


Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar 
1066 Avenve Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 


Taran 
Dear Friends of Israel: . 

§ am sending enclosed for your ministry $___. 
COI centre ennenenetenynmnemnnngmainenmapinnmmmenctenan 
OO 


























A Popular History of the Cath- 
olic Church, by Phillip Hughes 
(Doubleday Image Book, 1954; 
309 pp., $.85. Original edition, 


MacMillan Company, 1947, 
$3.75. Nihil Obstat, Patricius 
Morris; Imprimatur, E. Mor- 


rogh Bernard, 1946) 


This book is accepted as au- 
thoritative by the Roman Catho- 
lic press. Catholic Digest says of 
it: “This is the best book we 
know of for a brief history of 
the Church.” It should be in the 
library of every alert Protes- 
tant. It should be well marked. 
And it should be lent to all who 
are unsuspecting or untutored 
enough to be deceived by the 
propaganda emanating from the 
Knights of Columbus. 

Here one has, within two 
paper covers, the answer from 
a recognized, endorsed Catholic 
source to the pretences of Apos- 
tolicity, Catholicity, Holiness, 
and Unity of the Roman Church. 
Here is a history of corruption 
that far exceeds the worst de- 
scriptions the Roman Catholic 
Church can manufacture about 
Luther. 

It is difficult to imagine an 
Apostolic Succession where bru- 
tal warriors became bishops. 
(p. 71) But the descriptions of 
these bishops given by the au- 
thor almost surpass belief. The 
following excerpts are _ repre- 
sentative. 

“For generations henceforth 
the baronage lost no opportunity 
to install its own candidates as 
against the candidates of the 
electors, the clergy of Rome.” 
(p. 85) 

“Never has the Church known, 
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before or since, such bishops as 
those who, all too frequently in 
these terrible centuries, preyed 
on the Sees of Western Europe. 
They were in ways of life exactly 
like the brutal, illiterate, and li- 
centious baronage from which 
they sprang.” “The climax came 
when the Roman family called 
the House of Theophylact laid 
hands on the See, and for nearly 
seventy years its chiefs appoint- 
ed as pope whom they willed, 
the real ‘bad: popes’ who are the 
stock figures of religious contro- 
versy.” (p. 88) 

“The episcopate was now so 
generally corrupted by the spirit 
of the world that to be subject 
to it was often a direct menace 
to spiritual and temporal well- 
being.” (p. 91) 

“... Shameful abuses that had, 
almost everywhere, become sec- 
ond nature. St. Leo had begun 
his life as a soldier, and it was 
in a war for the defense of the 
people of southern Italy against 
the brutalities of their Norman 
invaders that his life came to an 
end.” (p. 94) 

“The circumstances of the 
time locked up so much of the 
bishops’ activities with civil and 
political and military employ- 
ments, that the pastoral office 
was always obscured and only 
too often altogether forgotten.” 
(p. 113) 

Where were the Apostolic tra- 
ditions at this time? Were these 
military politicians the succes- 
sors of Him who said, “My king- 
dom is not of this world”? 
Consider the following: 


“In these years of endless dis- 
order, these centuries of continu- 
ous invasion, war, rapine, and 


destruction, the nascent eeck 
siastical system collapsed clog 
with the rest. Learning dig. 
appeared and the clergy, tg 
often, hardly knew more thay 
the bare rudiments of Christigy 
doctrine and the forms of sacra. 
mental practice.” (p. 88) 


Concerning the year 1400 “th 
miserable truth has to be face 
that no pope, on either side, was 
at all worthy of his office. 
were, all of them, little 
than partisan leaders of rival 
factions and in the end the 
Church as a whole tired of both, 
repudiated their authority, and, 
coming together in a self-styled 
General Council at Pisa (1409), 
elected a pope of its own, Alex. 
ander V.” (p. 145) 


“There were three popes in- 
stead of two, and, in the end, it 
was the third pope, the one of 
the three who was most certain. 
ly not pope, whom practically 
the whole of Christendom obeyed 
...dohn XXIII... was a man 
so bad and so utterly unworthy 
of any ecclesiastical office — an 
ecclesiastical financier who had 
the name of having once been a 
pirate and was now a trader in 
indulgences.” (p. 147) 

Does this represent unity? Is 
it a sign of holiness? 

When Leo X left the papacy 
in 1521 to Adrian VI, from the 
court, which was “a rotten mass 
of parasites, prostitutes, bravos, 
and bullies, came howls of rage 
against the ‘niggard’ pope, and 
presently libels and plots to 
murder him.” (p. 171) Rome 
“was also the center of all the 
new vices, and the popes were 
among their foremost practi- 
tioners. And this continued for 
some forty years, so that Pope 
Adrian (1521-23), who lived all 
through the period, could preface 
his reform with the deliberate 
statement that the Roman 
Church had been the first source 
of all the evils which good men 


were everywhere lamenting.” 
(p. 154) 
Every friend of _ truth 


should possess and read this 
Roman Catholic-authored and 
-sponsored book. Here is a book 
which the Roman Church, for 
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the sake of its own vaunted self- 
teem, should not have allowed 
tp be printed. In fact, if it is too 
widely distributed, it might even 
be withdrawn from circulation, 
or possibly banned. 

Meanwhile, every Protestant 
who needs any historical evi- 
dence to disprove the Roman 
Church’s claims to Apostolicity, 
Catholicity, Holiness, and Unity, 
and every American Christian 
who is propagandized into be- 
jieving that the Papacy rests on 
a firm foundation, should add 
this book to his library. 

There is no evidence quite so 
@gent as that borrowed from 
the defense. 

— HENRY F. BROWN 


Spain 


(continued from page 22) 


In Valencia (September, 1952), 
Rev. Florentino Tornadijo re- 
quested the government to grant 
him permission to hold meetings 
for the evangelicals in Puerto de 
Sagunto, just outside Valencia. 
The government replied that 
there was already a_ licensed 
chapel in that area and therefore 
refused to issue a license for a 
meeting-place. 

In Madrid, Rev. Francisco Fer- 
nandez was fined 500 pesetas five 
different times for conducting 
services in his chapel, because the 
government says the place is not 
licensed. 

*Clyde W. Taylor, “What Is the 


Truth About Spain? (United Evangeli- 
cal Action, Nov. 15, 1953.) 


— St. Louis Register, April 29, 
5. 


(to be continued) 


SEE PALESTINE 


WHEATON BIBLE LANDS CRUISE 
Spring Trip * February (or early March) 
Summer Trip * End of June 
Lectures on ship. 6-week trip, 3 weeks in Bible 
Lands. Adequate time. Conducted by Professor of 
Archaeology at Wheaton College. The ‘ ‘Trip of a 

Lifetime," for people of all ages. 
SEND TODAY Dr. Joseph P. Free, » CC-5 
Director, Wheaton 


for a 
te: Wheaten College, Wheaton, ill. 
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The Two Priests 


(continued from page 19) 


“What do you mean?” he 
asked, in a bewildered tone, and 
I quoted to him the words in 
I Thessalonians 4:15-17 concern- 
ing the coming of the Lord. 

“You must feel that you are a 
very good man,” he broke in, “to 
be so sure that you will be there.” 


“I am anything but good,” I 
replied. “It was because I real- 
ized that I was a lost sinner that 
I fled to Christ for refuge. And 
if your faith has been, not in the 
Church, not in the Sacraments, 
not in your own merits or good 
works, but in the Lord Jesus 
Christ alone, and in His precious 
atoning Blood, I shall indeed, 
meet you yonder: and we shall 
have a wonderful time rejoicing 
together in the fulness of God’s 
salvation.” 

He was silent for a moment, 
and then he said: “What is the 
other occasion you have in 
mind?” 

“The Judgment at the great 
White Throne,” I replied. “But 
I shall not be there, because my 
sins have been dealt with, and, 
by trusting in Christ, I have 
been saved from judgment. If 
you live and die trusting in the 
Church for your salvation, and 
in its Sacraments, and in your 
own good works, then I shall see 
you before that Throne, a poor, 
lost soul.” 


“God forbid! Not that!” he 
cried. 

I put my hand tenderly upon 
his shoulder and said: “It need 
not be if you will trust in the 
precious blood of Christ to wash 
away your sins. Is it to be Christ, 
or the Church? Is it to be His 
blood, or your own good works? 
In which do you trust?” 

He was silent for a moment; 
then, looking up with tear- 
dimmed eyes, he exclaimed: “Oh, 
Christ, He is the Rock. I dare 
not trust in anyone but Him.” 

I have never seen him since, 
but I dare to believe that I shall 
see my fellow traveling com- 
panion at the Coming of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. END 


What Next? 


Federal income tax authorities 
uncover many an ingenious re- 
quest for tax exemption. How- 
ever, the Tax Court frequently 
has to rule against such claims. 
One such case was that of an 
individual who included as a 
medical deduction the cost of a 
trip to a religious shrine with the 
expectation that spiritual aid 
would facilitate post-operative 
recovery. According to the Wall 
Street Journal, the court denied 
the exemption because the trip 
was not recommended by a 
physician and because no medical 
help was sought or received at 
the shrine. 


“HELP US IN OUR GREAT NEED” 


From the Russian Zone 


of Germany this heart- 


rending appeal: “Help us in our great 4 We have no 
hungry.” 


money. We are ill 
A Hebrew Christian refu: 


and 


ee in Italy: “Let a poor 


Hebrew Christian, who has suffered much through 


tion, express 


warm 
quite oe and must struggle. Your gift is 


for your food parcel. I am 66, 
great.” 


A young Hebrew Christian medical student in Germany, 


with a wife 


and child, expressed = 
a. “We had just 57¢ when your f 
bottom of our hearts we thank 


atitude for time 
i parcel came. From 
you.” 


es do 7 as enh cea eae to help our minis- 
tthe “pee ft, youngst 
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dren’s S ton 


Rev. Jacob Peltz tions to: 


ers in our Chil- 


<J"7 destitute rew Christians and 


young Hebrew ete suffering persecution for His sake. 
The need is very great. Please help us. Address Communica- 


The International Hebrew Christian Alliance 


REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B., Secretary 
Dept. CC 


U.S.A. 
4919 N. Albany Avenue 
Chicago 25, Illinois 


Canada 
91 Bellevue Avenue 
Toronto, Ontario 

















The Bible in Hollywood 


Dear Sir: 

You may be interested in the ac- 
companying telegram, published 
in the September issue of Chris- 
tian Herald, protesting against 
the inclusion of Mr. DeMille in 
the article, “Look What Holly- 
wood’s Doing to Your Bible!” 
The editors’ reply speaks for it- 
self. 

ArT ARTHUR 
Hollywood, California 

Text of the telegram of protest, 
as published in the Christian 
Herald, is as follows: 


“TO THE EDITORS: 


“Your inclusion of Cecil B. De- 
Mille in the article by J. C. Fur- 
nas (July ’55) is vigorously pro- 
tested. Countless letters from 
ministers, priests and rabbis to 
Mr. DeMille, including one from 
you personally dated October 7, 
1949, and written on the letter- 
head of the CHRISTIAN HERALD 
itself, have sincerely praised the 
integrity and faith marking his 
treatment of Biblical subjects on 
the screen. 

“The Furnas article includes a 
photograph from ‘Samson and 
Delilah,’ which clearly suggests 
that it belongs in the category 
criticized by Furnas. Obviously 
Mr. Furnas did not know that the 
CHRISTIAN HERALD, in association 
with the Protestant Motion Pic- 
ture Council, in December 1949 
presented a plaque to Mr. DeMille 
for his production of ‘Samson and 
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Delilah.’ Who is right, Mr. Fur- 
nas or the Protestant Motion Pic- 
ture Council which again honored 
Mr. DeMille in February 1952? 
Your own letter to Mr. DeMille, 
dated October, 7, 1949, begins: 
‘I have just seen “Samson and De- 
lilah.” Until now nothing greater 
in this vast field has been done 
since your “King of Kings.” 
“Samson and Delilah” is greater. 
Here is a maturity, a dynamic 
understanding of the time and 
person unequalled in motion pic- 
ture industry ... Your Samson is 
true to the Book of Judges,’ and 
so on. Who knows more about 
such subjects, Mr. Furnas or Dr. 
Poling? 

“Nowhere in this entire article 
allegedly about Hollywood and 
the Bible is there a single mention 
of the existence of ‘The King of 
Kings’ made by Mr. DeMille in 
1927 and still showing under the 
auspices of a national committee 
of 125 ministers and laymen in 
38 states. Who knows more about 
this subject, Mr. Furnas or the 
125 ministers and laymen and the 
countless other ministers who 
have proudly presented the ‘King 
of Kings’ to their congregation 
around the world? 

“In a couple of places Mr. Fur- 
nas makes snide references to 
‘The Ten Commandments,’ just a 
couple of weeks after Mr. De- 
Mille was visited by a Los Angel- 
es pastor who had been moved to 
become a minister after seeing 
the first production of ‘The Ten 
Commandments.’ Who is better 
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fitted to comment on ‘The Tey 
Commandments,’ Mr. Furnas or 
the Los Angeles minister who wag 
inspired to thoughts of the mip. 
istry by this DeMille movie; op, 
similarly, the president of the 
New York Conference of the 
United Lutheran Synod of New 
York in 1950 who recalled the in. 
spiration received from the first 
‘The Ten Commandments’? Billy 
Graham presented Mr. DeMille 
with a new Bible and spoke of the 
fact that the movie maker had 
been privileged to bring ‘some of 
the word of God to more people 
throughout the world than any 
other man.’ Some weeks ago lo 
cal representatives of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society presented Mr. 
DeMille with a copy of their latest 
issue of the New Testament in- 
scribed: ‘To C. B. DeMille: A 
great Bible student.’ Dr. James 
W. Fifield of The First Congre 
gational Church of Los Angeles 
just wrote of Mr. DeMille in The 
Meetinghouse, publication of his 
church: “I have often called him 
the greatest of preachers—on ac- 
count of his ‘King of Kings.’ ” In 
Long Beach, California, a new 
junior high school has just been 
named after Mr. DeMille as part 
of the board of education’s tribute 
to Mr. DeMille’s ‘constructive in- 
fluence upon the lives of boys and 
girls throughout the years.’ Who 
knows more about these matters, 
Mr. Furnas or the gentlemen 
quoted above? 

“It is further suggested that 
Mr. Furnas or others concerned 
with this article might have done 
better to read the article in the 
CHRISTIAN HERALD of May 1952, 
beginning on page 75, entitled 
‘Cecil B. DeMille testifies.’ It is 
disheartening that in a publica- 
tion as eminent as the CHRISTIAN 
HERALD justified criticism of cer- 
tain films should be made so slop- 
pily, resulting in those who 
should be commended rather than 
condemned also being caught in 
the careless crossfire. This be- 
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gmes even more regrettable 
when an editorial written by you 
directs special attention to the 
article. I am communicating with 
you by telegram and at this 
jength because your immediate 

nal attention should be 
called to the above. I am further 
relying upon all the Christian vir- 
tues for which you are so distin- 
guished as an assurance that you 
will personally seek some way to 
correct in your very next issue 
this bearing of false witness 
against Mr. DeMille. 


ArT ARTHUR 
Paramount Pictures” 


Hollywood, Calif. 


Text of the comment by the 
Editors is as follows: 


“The above references to 
CHRISTIAN HERALD’s feeling 
about Mr. DeMille’s works in 
general and ‘Samson and Delilah’ 
in particular are correct in every 
detail. CHRISTIAN HERALD made 
them then—and stands on them 
now. We still feel, as we have 
expressed in the past, that Mr. 
DeMille has been a shining excep- 
tion to those in Hollywood who 
would misuse the Bible for their 
own gain. 

“However, as was pointed out 
in the subhead of ‘Look What 
Hollywood’s Doing to Your Bi- 
ble!’ (July 1955), the article was 
the view not of a professional re- 
ligionist but of an average citizen 
and an eminent author, J. C. Fur- 
nas. In his article Mr. Furnas 
saw fit to include Mr. DeMille 
and ‘Samson and Delilah’ in the 
crossfire of his indignation. 
CHRISTIAN HERALD’S editors, com- 
mitted to the right of any author 
to full expression of his own 
opinion, did not censor from the 
article any portion of Mr. Fur- 
nas’ complaint. To remove from 
articles we use every word and 
paragraph that goes contrary to 
this magazine’s previously ex- 
pressed editorial stand would be 
to attempt a system of thought 
control repugnant to us. 

“Dr. Poling’s editorial support- 
ing the article was a commentary 
upon its main thesis—namely, 
that the distortion of Bible stor- 
ies, with ‘The Prodigal’ as an ex- 
ample, was a major menace to all 
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that Christian people stand for. 
On that, as upon our restatement 
that we consider Mr. DeMille 
with his immortal ‘King of Kings’ 
and “Ten Commandments’ a shin- 
ing exception, we must remain 
firm. THE EprTors” 


The People Lose 


Dear Dr. Montafio: 

. I think Fulton Lewis is a 
good American—but he is being 
duped by the Roman Catholic 
Church. If you want to make use 
of my letter to him, you are at 
liberty to do so. 


S. W. PAssMORE 
Malverne, Pennsylvania 


(Copy) 
Dear Mr. Lewis: 

Why all those tears concerning 
the Peron vs. Vatican scrap? 
Whichever side wins, the people 
lose. In one of your December, 
1953, broadcasts reference was 
made to political religious “bias 
and intolerance,” which you de- 
plored. Then, in what appeared 
to be an off-the-cuff remark, you 
said, “For my part I'd be glad to 
see a Roman Catholic president.” 
As to bias and intolerance, why 
worry, for the Pope and Vatican 
already have a corner on the com- 
modity. As to a Roman Catholic 
president! Under the present set- 
up in Rome, it would not only be 
a misfortune but a real tragedy, 
both for our nation and the man 
so elected. There are noble Ro- 
man Catholics, and such a one as 
president would soon find it diffi- 
cult to decide which master to 
serve. For, make no mistake 
about it, the Pope says the Church 
comes first and that he alone is 
master. 

Early in the 16th century the 
Vatican and Pope lost their 
strangle-hold on West Europe and 
point west. They faced a host of 
soul-saving competitors who saw 
through and disliked the Roman 
Catholic brand. This loss of face 
sent the Roman Church into se- 
cret huddles behind the purple 
curtain, where they hatched a 
programmed plan to regain com- 
plete world conquest at whatever 
cost, and from which plan they 
have not deviated over the cen- 
turies. 





The infamous followers of 
Marx later appropriated the hier- 
archical plan and method in the 
Kremlin’s devilish effort to take 
over the world, nation by nation, 
to be ruled by a dictator in Mos- 
cow, just as the Vatican plan en- 
visioned a dictatorship in Rome, 
under the Pope... 

These rivals behind the purple 
and iron curtains are working to 
destroy true freedom. There are 
literally millions of honorable .. . 
Roman Catholics in the good old 
U.S.A. and elsewhere who would 
scuttle and desert the Vatican 
ship of state, set up their own or- 
ganization, free from dictation 
and control of the Vatican, if 
permitted to investigate other re- 
ligious beliefs and compare. Like 
the few villains in the Kremlin a 
mere handful in the Vatican make 
the rules and demand blind obedi- 
ence, “or else.” That “or else” 
carries a threat. That threat 
clearly implies: “I, the Pope, am 
custodian of your soul, here and 
in the hereafter.” ... 

I ask you, Mr. Lewis, do not the 
people in Belgium, at this mo- 
ment, feel that the Roman Church 
is putting on the squeeze? Are not 
Protestant churches taboo in 
Italy, Spain and many South 
American countries? 

Are not Protestant mission- 
aries in those same countries 
harassed, hounded and persecu- 
ted? 

Are not the Roman Catholic 
leaders bolder, more arrogant, 
aggressive, and grasping for 
greater power in the U.S.A. to- 
day than ever before? 

Do we want to be ruled either 
from Moscow or Rome, or do we 
want home rule, with perfect 
freedom to investigate and select 
the form of worship which we 
feel offers the greatest happiness 
and hope for our present and 
future? 

S. W. PASSMORE 
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Mareel Laloire 


SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain — The 
Catholic political party is a “nec- 
essary evil,” Marcel Laloire, a Bel- 
gian Catholic, told delegates of 
the Tenth International Catholic 
Conversations meeting here. 

It is an evil, he continued, be- 
cause it leads to “the confusing of 
Church and party, the latter often 
using the former to serve its own 
ends.” The party, as_ history 
shows, he declared, also tends to 
become conservative, to “impose 
silence on the men of the left,’ 
and to disassociate itself from 
the working classes. 

These problems can be amelio- 
rated by three things, he contin- 
ued. The first is “a great effort 
for independence and imagination 
among those who understand the 
necessity for profound social re- 
form.” The second is not to mix 
the Church in purely temporal de- 
bates, something which Mr. La- 
loire said in practice is “difficult.” 
The third is not allowing clerics 
and laity engaged in apostolic ac- 
tion to descend into political 
frays. 

The Catholic parties were 
found to be necessary in the first 
place, he said, as a defense, be- 
cause the interests of the Chris- 
tian community were menaced or 
placed in peril. (North Carolina 
Catholic, Aug. 5, 1955) 


Catholic Transcript: 


“What should be our attitude 
toward June Haver, the motion 
picture actress who was con- 
verted to Catholicism in her 
teens, contracted a valid marriage 
and got a civil divorce, entered a 
convent and left, and now, accord- 
ing to her friends, is about to re- 
nounce Catholicism and contract 


.a civil marriage? ... 


“The case may not be with 
good effect, if it persuades | 
once and for all, of the peril 
unwisdom of loudly playing” 
the Catholic commitment of 
or that theatrical figure. A st 
being a Catholic is no boon to 
Church. It does the Church 
discernible good, does not in 
way or degree strengthen the 
for Catholicism. Nor does a st 
defection discredit Catholici 
But if we brassily emphasize’ 
first as beneficial to the Chu 
we give weight to the view 
the second is harmful to — 
Church.” (The Priest, Ju 
1955) ; 


Lancelot C. Sheppard, _ 
in the London Tablet (Jan. 


1955) : “It remained true, ne 
theless, as unfortunately it~ 
mains true, generally speakii 
in this country today, that li 
was regarded as fit matter 
the exporation and speculation: 
scholars, or else, in its pract 
applications, as a monastic sp 
cialty or the preserve of certal 
eccentrics among the better e¢ 
cated clergy and laity.” ( 
Catholic Mind, August, 1955) © 


Margaret Montgomery _ 


in the Marianist, May, 195 
“Europeans of equal educatid 
and means are shocked to & 
American Catholics with be 

ends made out of the heads of t 
Crucified Christ and His Sorre 

ful Mother, paperweights shaft 
like a bust of the Madonna, lett 
openers with the Miraculous Me 
al on the handle, pencils with @ 
Infant of Prague floating in & 
clear plastic.” (The Cathol 
Mind, August, 1955) 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZIWNI 














